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COLUMNS 
FROM THE EDITOR by Aaron Babcock 


Winning on the road 


THE BIG 12 BEAT by Curt McKeever 


Oklahoma State's Gundy takes a break 


THE FINAL WORD by Mike Babcock 


Playing with a short-term memory 


wa SPECIAL FEATURES 


HOMETOWN HERO 
BEHIND THE SCENES WITH KEITH MANN 
CATCHING UP WITH GEORGE ACHOLA 


KUNALIC IS ALIVE AND KICKING 


DON’T MISS 
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2MINUTE DRILL 
ON THE COVER 
10 QUESTIONS Senior wide receiver Nate Swift breaks a 
tackle as he catches one his 8 passes for 
RECRUITING 112 yards, all in the first half against the 
Cyclones. The win gave Nebraska its first 
GAME COVERAGE Big 12 road win since 2006. 
hi 
PREDICTIONS Photo by Scott Bruhn 
GAME PREVIEW 
AROUND THE HORN 
VOLLEYBALL 
FROM THE ARCHIVES 
CROSSWORD 


The Baylor recap/Oklahoma preview will be 
mailed on Monday, Oct. 27. 
Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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From the Editor »y ssrovsascock 


WINNING ON 
THE ROAD 


Nebraska ends 
road drought 


SATURDAY WAS JUST what the doctor 
ordered ... a win. Not just any win, but a 
road win. And boy have those been tough 
to find. 

If it seems like it’s been awhile since 
you've kicked back, flipped on the television 
and watched the Huskers win away from 
Memorial Stadium, you're not mistaken. 

Prior to Saturday’s win over lowa State, 
the Huskers had lost five straight road games 
since surprising Wake Forest 20-17, on Sept. 
8, 2007. But even more alarming was the fact 
that Nebraska had not beat a Big 12 team on 
the road since Nov. 11, 2006. 

Remember that game? Zac Taylor led 
the Huskers 75 yards in just 1:36 and hit 
Maurice Purify with 21 seconds left to stun 
the Aggies. The win clinched a spot in the 
Big 12 Championship Game at Arrowhead 
Stadium. 

Wow. A lot has happened since then. 

Since playing in that championship 
game, the Huskers posted a 2-8 record in 
league play before yesterday. Those two 
wins came in last year’s bizarre 73-31 win 
against Kansas State and in an uneventful 
35-17 victory over lowa State. 

Right now every league victory is 
monumental, especially on the road. The 
win should give Nebraska a big boost and 
continued confidence in the direction of the 


new coaching staff. But more importantly, it 


gives the Huskers four wins, just two shy of 


becoming bowl eligible. After missing bowl 


4 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED OCTOBER 25, 200 


games two of the last four years, returning 
to a bowl game is the most pressing thing on 
everyone’s minds. 

The Huskers can take another step 
toward that mark with a winnable game 
against Baylor at Memorial Stadium. Every 
one of our predictions on page 23 have 
the Huskers winning that game. Not just 
because of Baylor’s lackluster Big 12 history, 
but because Nebraska is improving. The 
Huskers who lacked an identity just a few 
weeks ago, appear to be taking form. 

In consecutive weeks Nebraska has made 
big plays on first down, controlled the clock 
and kept opposing offenses off the field. 
Against Texas Tech, the Huskers had the 
ball for 40 minutes of play, compared to just 
20 for the Red Raiders. 

It was more of the same against the 
Cyclones, as Nebraska chewed up 37 minutes 
of clock and averaged 9.1 yards on first 
down. Quarterback Joe Ganz turned in an 
incredible first half to direct the Huskers. 

The offensive success has taken pressure 
off the Blackshirts, giving Bo Pelini and 
Company time to continue improving the 
defense, which managed a key turnover 
Saturday. If the Huskers continue to make 
improvements like we've seen in the last two 
weeks, we'll be able to dream about bigger 


things than reaching six wins. N 


Send us your comments or story ideas to 


huskersillustrated@gmail.com. 
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Big Red Mailbag 


SEND US YOUR LETTERS!! Huskers Illustrated loves to hear from its readers. 
Have an opinion to share about a story in this issue? Send us a letter. Have an opinion 
about the Huskers? Drop us a line. Want to share a photo from your last Husker game? 
We'll take it. IF WE PRINT YOUR LETTER, WE'LL SEND YOU A SPECIAL HUSKER GIFT! 
Send digital photos and letters to huskersillustrated@gmail.com and your regular 
snapshops and letters to HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED, 7755 S. 23rd St., Lincoln, NE 68512. 


QUESTIONS ON DEFENSE 

Iam a lifelong Husker fan as 
well as being born and raised 
in Nebraska. I would like to 
congratulate you on your new 
position with Huskers IIlustrated. 
I think you offer a fresh 
approach with your column and 
hope you stay around for years 
to come. 

I needed to write somebody 
close to the situation to ask why 
the Husker defense has fallen 
so far from what they used to 
be. Can it be attributed to not 
recruiting any defensive talent 
at all by Coach Callahan? Did 
he just leave the cabinets that 
empty? And is the current 
defense that bad? It sure seemed 
like Missouri just basically 
scored at will. And Virginia 
Tech, who had averaged only 
20 points per game before the 
Nebraska game, pretty much 
ran the table against the Huskers 
as well. 

Some people actually 
predicted the Huskers would 
go 9-3 or 8-4 this year. I love 
the Huskers, but a 6-6 year is 
not unrealistic by any means. 

I know Pelini had to face very 
high expectations and it could 
be several years before he is 
able to get them to perform as 
well as they can and to be able 
to compete with the top of the 
Big 12. 


Thanks for taking a few 


minutes to give me your 
response. Again, I think the new 
layout of the magazine offers a 
lot of variety and information 
that wasn’t always available with 
the old style. Change is always 
good. The one thing that has 
stayed the same is the quality of 
your fine magazine. Thank you! 

John Gleeson 

Morco, Calif. 


John, 

Thanks for your compliments 
on the magazine. We're thrilled to 
know our readers have recognized 
our attempt to stay true to the 
Huskers Illustrated tradition while 
working feverishly to provide even 
more Husker news. 

You raise some interesting 
questions, When you sport one of 
the worst defenses in the country, 
as Nebraska did in 2007, there’s 
no magic wand to fix the situation 
overnight. 

However, 90 percent of the 
problem last year was coaching. 
Players have since admitted they 
were often confused during games 
and were unsure of their role. That, 
along with players’ attitudes, is 
being corrected. 

Nebraska has talent on defense, 
but don’t forget the Huskers lost 
two key players on defense in Kevin 
Dixon (disciplinary reasons) and 
Barry Turner (injury). 

No matter how much you change 


the philosophy or attitude, not 


ustrated.com 


many teams, especially Nebraska, 
can afford to lose players. 

As for Nebraska's matchup with 
Missouri, the Huskers couldn't 
match the Tigers’ speed and 
didn’t appear to have the proper 
game plan to answer it. Nebraska 
made significant corrections and 
responded by holding the high-flying 
Red Raiders in check. 

One thing that has placed a 
burden on the defense has been 
Nebraska’s offense. Without the 


ability to sustain long drives, it 


HUSKER GEAR 
ONLY AT 
shophuskersillustrated.com 


keeps the defense on the field too 

long. As you saw in the Texas Tech 

game, Nebraska’s offense was a 

huge help defensively. Make sense? 
Fans that are hoping to see 

Bo Pelini and staff return the 

Blackshirts to the days of shutouts, 

could be in for a rude awakening. 
Today’s offenses are explosive 

and can make you feel that 

holding a team to 21 points is an 

accomplishment. The days of beating 

Big 12 teams 49-6 are over —not just 


Jor the Huskers, but for any team. 
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hen I got home from 
his part-time job at a Men's 
Wearhouse on the day before 


football letters of intent could be signed, he 


found a phone message. Nebraska defensive | 


coordinator had called. 


Holt, an all-state running back at Lee’s | 


Summit (Mo.) West High School, had made 
an oral commitment to accept a scholarship 
from South Dakota State. But Pelini wanted 
to know if he was interested in walking on 
at Nebraska, as a linebacker. “So I had that 


night to decide,” said Holt. 


He didn’t sleep much, and he didn’t go | 


to school the next day, mulling Pelini’s offer 
of an opportunity against the value of a 
scholarship. He spent “probably 2 hours on 
the phone” with Pelini and linebackers coach 
Mike Ekeler. 


They assured him he would be included 
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on the roster of 105 for pre-season practice. 
A high school teammate and friend, Brian 
Hertzog, had told him to get such an 
assurance. Hertzog had walked on at Kansas 
State the year before. 

Beyond that, Holt’s decision to walk on at 
Nebraska instead of taking the scholarship 
depended on a leap of faith. “I didn’t want 
to think, ‘What if?’ So I decommitted and 
came here,” Holt said the week after the 
opener. 

“T just trusted in the coaches, what they 
were saying.” 

Among the things they said was “if they 
would have been there before and saw my 
tape, they probably would have offered me a 
scholarship,” said Holt. 


That was good enough for him. Besides, if | 


things didn’t work out at Nebraska, he could 


always transfer to a smaller school. 


In addition, his parents were both from 
Lincoln and still had family there. He had 
been to Lincoln many times, in fact, but 
never to a Cornhusker football game. 

The first one he saw, not counting the 
Spring Game last April, was the Western 
Michigan game. He was on the sideline, 
figuring he would redshirt. 

After the game, however, he was told he 
was going to be playing on special teams, no 
more redshirt. “Either way I was fine with 
it,” he said. 

The next week, after playing on special 
teams against San Jose State, he was asked 
if he might get an opportunity to play 
linebacker as well. 

“T don’t know, probably mostly special 
teams,” he said. “But you never know.” 


He was right about that. He started the 


| Texas Tech game. 


LANGE THORELL 


HAD TO LOOK IT UP 


When redshirted freshman 


, a walk-on from Loomis, Neb,, started as the “dime” 


defensive back against New Mexico State, a lot of people had to check their game programs to see 


who the player in the No. 23 jersey was. Even the PA announcer at Memorial Stadium was taken 


by surprise, according to Lance’s dad, Mike, anyway. “He noticed that after I made a tackle ... the 


announcer said, “The tackle was made by No. 23,’ and then there was a pause,” Lance said. 


“T think even he was looking it up. He didn’t know.” 


HANDLING CRITICISM 


has learned 


to ignore criticism. “At all 
times, you have to stay the 
course. You've got to stay 
within your philosophy. 
You’ve got to stay within 
your beliefs,” he said. “And I’ve been able to 
do that. You can’t let outside influences, you 
can’t let other people, you can’t let criticism, 
anything, stray you away from that because 
if you start making decisions for the wrong 
reasons, usually they’re going to be the wrong 
decisions. You have to look at the truth and 
work to fix it. 

“T think that’s what I’ve always been able to 
do. I'ma pretty blunt guy. I’m pretty black-and- 
white, and I’ve always been able to sift through 
all the things that are being said and not being 
said, the criticisms and look at, ‘OK, this is 
where we are. This is the best way to get there. 


a” 


And no matter what, stay the course. 


huskersillustrated.com 


HANDLING CRITICISM II 


Coordinators are often lightning rods for 
criticism, but no more so than head coaches, 
according to Cornhusker offensive coordinator 

. “Tt’s all the same, the same bag 
of groceries,” he said. “It’s apples and oranges. 
It’s easy in our society today. Everybody's got 
forums to criticize and be critical. 

“T think really shallow people, people that 
don’t believe in something, they get caught up 
in it. They get stung by it. That’s not me. I know 
what we're putting in to prepare kids ... I'll be 
honest with you, | could care less what anybody 
has to say because I know what we’re doing and 
why we’re doing what we're doing. And as long 
as our effort’s there, we’re doing our best, I don’t 
worry about that stuff.” 

Coach E has “got my back,” said 
Watson. “He told me that when we first got 
together. He’s had my back ever since. And I’ve 
got his. We have a great relationship. It’s built on 


trust. We don’t even have to talk to each other.” 


SIMPLE ARITHMETIC 
Former strength and conditioning 
coach Dave Kennedy, who is now the 
strength coach at Texas A&M, offered 

some good advice that senior 
offensive guard M 

hasn't forgotten. He “used to say, 
‘Make 2 and 2, 4. It'll never equal 5; 
meaning don't ever do more than 
you can do,’ Slauson said. 

When offensive linemen have 
had problems, it has been because 
they've tried to make 2 and 2 equal 
5, Slauson said earlier in the season. 
“| think guys were just trying to be 
superheroes instead of trying to do 


their job” 


CHANGES 

When junior wide receiver 

looks in the mirror 

now, he can see how much he has 
changed since arriving at Nebraska 
as an eager freshman."More facial 
hair, | shave a lot more often now, I'll 
tell you that, he said. 

“Physically, I'm probably around 
the same weight, but it’s distributed 
much differently. When | came in, | 
was just one of the bigger kids. Now, 
| can run with that weight, whereas 


before | wasn’t able to.’ 
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AWARDS FOR PETERSON 


The first George Finley Sullivan Endowed 
Scholarship was presented to senior wide 
receiver TODD PETERSON during a ceremony 
prior to the Virginia Tech game. 

Sullivan was the Cornhuskers’ head trainer 
from 1977 to 1995 and he was an assistant 
trainer and head physical therapist from 1953 
to 1977. The scholarship was fully endowed 
in Sullivan’s honor is 2008 by the Touchdown 
Club of Nebraska, Inc. Many former 
Cornhusker student athletes have contributed 
to the fund. 

Peterson also is among 164 semi-finalists 
for the 2008 Draddy Award, presented by the 
National Football Foundation & College Hall 
of Fame. 

Student-athletes are nominated by their 
schools (one each) and must have a cumulative 
grade-point average of at least 3.2 on a 4.0 


scale, in addition to being a starter or significant 


Sle 3s 
| —— | of 0 
LINCOLNYNEBRASKA 
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contributor on the team and demonstrating 
leadership and citizenship. The award includes 
a $25,000 post-graduate scholarship. The 15 
finalists will be announced on Oct. 29 and will 


receive an $18,000 post-graduate scholarship. 


PRAISE FOR PELINI (CARL) 


Junior defensive tackle NDAMUKONG 


SUH appreciates his new position coach 
and defensive coordinator, CARL PELINI. 
“The thing I like a lot about coach Carl 
Pelini is his attention to detail and keeping 
us fundamentally sound every single day in 
practice,” said Suh. “With Coach Pelini it’s 
about fundamentals as well as understanding 
the schemes on top of that. If you don't 
have all those schemes, you could still beat 
somebody with just your fundamentals.” 
More specifically, proper execution of those 


fundamentals. 


“LIVE” 
Weekdays 
3-6 p.m. 


LINCOLN'S 
SS SSS] SG 
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ARBITER NOW 

Former Cornhusker quarterback 
CLETE BLAKEMAN (1985-87), an 
Omaha lawyer, is working his first 
season as an NFL official. He was 
the field judge in his first regular- 
season game, Denver-Oakland 
at Oakland - on Monday Night 
Football, no less. 

Blakeman was a full-time referee 
in the Big 12 the past seven 
seasons. He also worked games in 


now-defunct NFL Europe. 


PUNTING, TOO, PERHAPS 
Sophomore place-kicker ALEX 
HENERY came to Nebraska 
expecting to compete for a 
job as the punter after being 
a first-team All-Nebraska and 
Super-State punter as a senior 
at Omaha Burke High School. He 
averaged 41.1 yards per punt. 
Next season, he plans“to see 
what | can do to make a run at that 
spot, he said. “Might as well try, | 
guess.” 
For now, of course, his focus 
during practice is on place-kicking, 
“so | don't do too much punting,’ 


he said. “Just horsing around, | do." 


ew 
GOOD SIZED GUY 

Sophomore ERIC HAGG has stepped 
in and played well at cornerback this 
season. “He’s athletic and he’s got that 
length to him and size, so it enables 
him to get his hands on people and 
use his length to offset some things 
that other people want to do,” coach 
BO PELINI said. Hagg stands 6-1 and 
weighs 200 pounds. 

Dealing with big receivers, “it helps 
to have guys that have that kind of size 
to help offset some of the strengths that 


those receivers have,” said Pelini. 


MORE FANATIC 


MASON WALD, who is contributing 


NOT A NUMBERS GAME 


Ganz already ranks among’s schools all-time passing leaders 


Passing yards seemed to 
come more easily last season 
than this. That was the prem- 
ise of a recent question to 
senior quarterback Joe Ganz. 

Not so, Ganz replied. The 
situation was different. 

“We were throwing the 
ball 50 times last year, so 
(with) those extra 15 passes a 
game, you're going to put up 
a lot more yards,” he said. 

“We were throwing the 
ball almost every down, 
and it’s real easy to get ina 
rhythm when you do that. So 
I knew my numbers weren't 
going to be as big as they 
were last year, just because 
we’re not going to throw the 
ball that much.” 

Actually, Ganz averaged 
nearly 20 more passes per 
game. 


In three starts last season, 


he threw 148 passes, complet- 
ing 86 for 1,399 yards and 15 
touchdowns with seven in- 
terceptions. At the mid-point 
of this season, six games or 
twice as many, he had thrown 
186 passes, completing 129 
for 1,636 yards and 11 touch- 
downs with six interceptions. 

His completion percentage 
(69.4) was up, his intercep- 
tions down. 

Even though his career 
amounts to those three starts 
and a couple of minutes at 
the end of the Texas game be- 
fore the starts, Ganz will fin- 
ish near the top of Nebraska’s 
all-time passing list, providing 
he remains healthy. 

Through the Texas Tech 
game, he had climbed to 
eighth on the list, and if he 
were to continue at his pace, 
he would finish at No. 3 


without a bowl game and No. 
2 with a bowl game — since 
2002, NCAA official statistics 
began including bowl-game 
performances. Prior to 2002, 
they did not. 

Ganz also was on pace 
to climb to No. 2 in career 
touchdown passes. 

“T don’t really care how 
many yards I throw for,” he 
said. “It doesn’t matter to 
me. It doesn’t matter to the 
rest of the team. Individual 
stats mean nothing to me. It 
doesn’t reflect on how hard 
I’m playing or how well or 
how bad I’m playing. 

“So you don’t really even 
look at it.” 

His numbers, and those of 
all-time leader Zac Taylor, 
do reflect the change in Ne- 
braska’s offensive philosophy 
since 2004. 


Career Passing Leaders Comp. Int. 
4 Zac Taylor, 2005-06 470 
Dave Humm, 1972-74 353 
Jerry Tagge, 1969-71 348 
Eric Crouch, 1998-01 312 
Tommie Frazier, 1992-95 232 
Turner Gill, 1980-82 231 
Vince Ferragamo, 1975-76 224 
JOE GANZ, 2006-08* 225 


on special teams as a true freshman, is 


from Birmingham, Ala., prompting a 
reporter to ask, in his opinion, which 
state takes football more seriously, 
Nebraska or Alabama? “If Alabama 
was the only university in Alabama, I 
think it might be similar. But as of right 
now it’s definitely Nebraska,” Wald 
said. “I've never been around anything 
like this.” 


His first Tunnel Walk influenced 


Season Passing Leaders 
Zac Taylor, 2006 (14 games) 
Zac Taylor, 2005 (12) 
Sam Keller, 2007 (9) 
Dave Humm, 1972 (11) 
4 Vince Ferragamo, 1976 (12) 
Joe Dailey, 2004 (11) 
Jerry Tagge, 1971 (12) 

By « JOE GANZ, 2008 (6) 
Z| Tom Sorley, 1978 (11) 
Dave Humm, 1973 (10) 


his opinion. “It was crazy,” he said. “I 
never experienced anything like that. 
The walk we did before the game (from 
the team bus), coming into the stadium 
was even crazy. They do something 


like that at Auburn, but it’s nowhere 


close to the way it is here.” 
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There is no Elkhorn anymore. And 
Elkhorn wasn't really Clayton Sievers’ 
hometown anyway. He attended 
Elkhorn High School his junior 
and senior years. But he attended 
elementary school in Waterloo, Neb. 
And he began high school in Valley, 
Neb., following his brother Chad, a 
Cornhusker linebacker from 2002 to 2004. 

Clayton went to Elkhorn High to enhance his chances 
of earning a football scholarship. “That's like the main 


reason | went over there because my brother had a hard time 
getting recruited by a bunch of big schools at Valley (High),” 
Clayton said. 

Chad transferred to Nebraska after beginning his college 
career at New Mexico State. 

“My parents and I felt it was the best jump for me to go 
to a bigger school, a school that was known for its football. 
Elkhorn has a rich tradition,” said Clayton. 

He and his parents considered several area high schools, 
including Omaha Burke and Millard North. However, he 
was more comfortable transferring to a Class B school, which 
Elkhorn High was at the time. Now it’s a Class A school, like 
Burke and Millard North. 

“T was from a small town, and I didn’t know what it 
would be like,” he said. 

Sievers was hesitant about transferring. “I didn’t know 
how people would accept me, and I didn’t know how my 
friends that I'd been with for so long from Valley would 
react,” he said. “It wasn’t a good experience right at first 
because everyone from Valley, they weren't really happy 
about my decision. But I had to do what I had to do. I was 
worried about meeting friends, if they’d accept me just 
because I was coming over there my junior year.” 

He was accepted at Elkhorn High and accomplished his 
goal of earning a scholarship from a major college program 
~ Nebraska. N , 
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y Papillion 


B. Plattsmmouth 


CLAYTON SIEVERS 
6-4, 255, Senior, 
Defensive End 


Hometown: “Elkhorn, Neb. 
County: Douglas 
Population: 6,062 

(2000 census) 

Distance from Lincoln: 40 
miles [*Annexed by Omaha, 
2008} 


Nebraska football lettermen: 
Clayton Sievers, DE (2005-present) 
Jay Moore, DE (2004-06) 

Phil Peetz, TE (2001-03) 

Kyle Ringenberg, TE (2001-02) 
Jay Runty, QB (1998) 

Dave Cheloha, PK (1987) 


DO IT AGAIN? “That's a hard 
question. For the whole 
recruiting process, yes. But it 
wasn't a good experience as 
far as leaving all my friends. | 
just kind of disconnected with 
them because they had their 
own things going on in sports 
and stuff.’ 


CD I] 
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ALL-TIME ALL-STAR 
JOHNNY RODGERS, Nebraska's 


first Heisman Trophy winner and a 
two-time All-American wingback 
and kick returner, is among 

26 players included on Sports 
Illustrated's list of all-time college 
football all-stars. 

The list will be published in the 
magazine's Nov. 11 edition and is 
also included in Sports Illustrated's 
recently released College Football 
Book. 

Only one player per school could 
be represented. 

Rodgers was included under the 
“Specialists” heading “Returns/ 
Receiver,’ along with Gale Sayers of 
Kansas, “Returns/Back.” 

Notre Dame's Knute Rockne 
(1918-30) and Alabama's Bear 
Bryant (1958-82) were the coaches 


included on the list. 


E-MAIL NEWSLETTER 

You can now receive e-mail 
notification when the latest issue 
of Huskers Illustrated is complete. 
If you subscribe to the magazine, 
you can view the magazine online 
before it reaches your mailbox! To 
subscribe to the Huskers Illustrated 
newsletter, send us an email at 


huskersillustrated@gmail.com. 


THE 
BIG 12 
BEAT 


DID YOU HEAR HOW Oklahoma State coach 
Mike Gundy takes a break from watching the 
action while his team’s defense is on the field? 

ESPN got word of that during the Cowboys’ 
28-23 upset at Missouri and thought it was 
interesting enough to show Gundy, with his 
club in the process of limiting the Tigers to their 
lowest point total in two years, seated behind 
the bench checking his offensive chart. 

This is the first year that OSU's fourth-year 
coach is calling his team's offensive plays. In 
order to get a better feel for what he wants to do 
next, he often leaves the front of the sidelines 
when the opponent has the ball to talk to co- 
offensive coordinators Gunter Brewer and 
Trooper Taylor about the next series, 

“T don't see it as that unusual,” said Gundy, 
who admits to spending little time during the 
week studying the opposing offensive personnel 
or approach. “We have a lot of confidence in 
our defensive staff. The worst thing I could 
do is start trying to make decisions on what's 
going on defensively.” 

Oklahoma State's win in Columbia vaulted 
it from 17th in The Associated Press top-25 
poll to No. 8. The last time the Cowboys 
reached that high, in 1985, they lost their next 
game — to unranked Lowa State. 

>> Here’s a fact you'll likely find to be a hard 
sell even to a loyal Longhorn fan; TEXAS’ win 
against top-ranked OKLAHOMA thrust it to its 
first No. 1 ranking during the regular season 
since Oct. 8, 1984. 

That team went on to lose four of its last 
five games, Horns fans are probably looking at 
a more positive omen, Texas scored 45 points 
in its win over the Sooners. The last time it did 
that, it won the 2005 national championship. 


Nevertheless, Longhorns coach Mack 
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BY CURT MCKEEVER 


Brown was playing down his team's new 
status. 

“We shouldn't have jumped (four spots) to 
No. 1,” he said. “It’s an honor to get recognition, 
because we've played well in the first six games, 
and we beat a good Oklahoma team. But we 
should be third or fourth right now.” 

>> How big a loss is it to OKLAHOMA to 
lose middle linebacker Ryan Reynolds? In the 
four series after he tore an ACL against Texas, 
the Sooners surrendered 25 points, 

OU will ask the NCAA for a medical 
hardship for Reynolds, a junior who was 
OU's leading tackler. Reynolds has had two 
other major knee injuries, 

»> For the first time in its 1 19-season history, 
COLORADO started off with three straight 
wins and then lost three in a row. 

The Buffs were sitting at .500 after falling to 
Florida State, Texas and Kansas, 

Despite being replaced by Matt Ballenger 
in the fourth quarter against KANSAS, the 
second straight game he'd been pulled, 
quarterback Cody Hawkins was deemed by 
his dad and CU coach Dan Hawkins to have a 
strong grip on his starting position. 

»IF you thought the Big 12 would suffer 
from having its top two ranked teams — No. 
1 OKLAHOMA and No. 3 MISSOURI — lose 
on the same day, think again. 

After they tumbled, the league still had four 
teams in the top eight of the AP poll — No. 
1 TEXAS, No. 4 OKLAHOMA, No. 7 TEXAS 
TECH (holding steady after a scare from 
Nebraska) and No. 8 OKLAHOMA STATE. 

One 
Championship Series standings of the season, 
even No, 11 MISSOURI and No. 16 KANSAS 
had to feel like they could still fight their way 


week before the first Bowl 


Oklahoma State's Gundy takes a break 


back into contention, 

“IF somebody can go unbeaten through 
the league, that’s a really tremendous 
accomplishment,” said Gundy, sounding like 
he'd be surprised if anyone did. “Everybody, 
basically, has a quarterback who can be 
streaky hot and beat you.” 

>> During its loss to OKLAHOMA STATE, 
Missouri suffered two first-time-this-season 
whammies. First, the Tigers failed to produce 
a first-possession touchdown. Then, they had 
their first three-and-out series with Chase 
Daniel. 

Even after becoming the only North 
Division team to start 2-0 in league play, Mark 
Mangino was lamenting some not-so-special 
teams play. The JAYHAWKS fumbled two 
punts and missed a field goal. 

Mangino also must be puzzled by the lack 
of production from Marcus Herford. Through 
six games, last year’s Big 12 coaches’ special 
teams player of the year after averaging 
28.6 yards on kickoffs and returning two for 
touchdowns, had a long of 26 yards and a 
12.8-yard average. 

In its overtime win against NEBRASKA, 
TEXAS TECH ran just 48 offensive plays. The 
only other time the Red Raiders had fewer 
was 46 in a 1997 loss to the Huskers. 

»>BAYLOR’s turnover-free effort against 
lowa State marked the fourth straight game 
the Bears had been perfect. That's the longest 
known streak in program history. 

Towa State backup quarterback Phillip 
Bates’ decision to leave the Cyclones two days 
before their sixth game left freshman Jerome 
Tiller as the main understudy to Austen 
Arnaud, ISU coach Gene Chizik said he still 


hoped to preserve Tiller’s redshirt status. 
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WITH MIKE BABCOCK 


Marcus Mendoza 


5-10, 185, Redshirted Freshman, I-back, Houston, Texas 


If Marcus Mendoza wasn’t patient when he “Whenever the coaches think they can use 
enrolled for Nebraska's spring semester in | me and put me in, I'll be right there waiting, 
2007, he is now. “| would say I’m very patient,” | anxiously. But right now I’m just waiting for my 
he said. time to come." 

Mendoza graduated high school early to get And he's contributing on special teams, punt 
a head start on his college football career. But |= and punt return. 
even though he had an additional spring of Initially, he was “upset” about redshirting 
practice, he spent his freshman season as a | “because I've never sat out for any sport,” 
redshirt, behind backs who have all returned. he said. “It got much better. It took a lot of 

“| wouldn't say | think | get lost in the shuffle.! | patience and just maturity. 


just know those guys are ahead of me right now “| definitely think redshirting was a good 
and they're doing a really good job,’ he said. thing for me.” 


HI: What's the best video game you've played recently? 

MENDOZA: I love NCAA (Football) ’09 right now. I’m actually pretty good with Texas Tech. A 
lot of people say, ‘Aw, you're going to lose with them.’ But I’m pretty good with them, One of my 
roommates, Shawn Sullivan, he’s pretty good. He always beats me. He usually gets Florida or SC. 
Prince (Amukamara), he thinks he’s better than me but I always beat him. He uses SC. He cheats. He 
puts a corner in for the quarterback and just runs all the time. 


HI: What's the best thing served at the training table? 

MENDOZA: I don’t know, the steaks are pretty good. And I like when they have the pasta bar. 
They’ve got a whole bunch of stuff laid out and you can put it in your bowl and then they cook it, 
put the noodles in. That’s really good, too. 


HI: Do you spend a lot of time on the Internet? 
MENDOZA: For homework, things like that. I don’t have a Facebook, My Space; everybody tells 
me I’m unusual because I don’t have one. 


HI: What do you remember about your recruiting visit to Nebraska? 

MENDOZA: I didn’t expect anything when I came here. I had never really heard about Nebraska. 
Nobody in my family went to college or looked at college ball, so I didn’t know anything about 
Nebraska. When I came up here, I remember the Tunnel Walk got me. I thought that was crazy. 
The fans were just crazy, the atmosphere. I came to the KU game. It went to overtime, That game 
was sick, too. I had a real good time on my visit. Will Henry was my host. 


HI: Alicia Keys or Beyonce? 
MENDOZA: Beyonce, she’s gorgeous. Both of them are gorgeous. 


HI: LaDainian Tomlinson or Marion Barber? 
MENDOZA: I love Tomlinson. Barber is one of my favorite running backs, too, but Tomlinson 
has been one of my favorites for a while. I’ve actually got his jersey at my house. 


HI: What's the best book you've read recently? 
MENDOZA: I can’t say that I just read books, but I have to read my class books if you want to 
hear about those, stuff in my School and Society class. 


HI: If you could excel at another sport at the collegiate level, what sport would it be? 
MENDOZA: It definitely would be track. I still have that love for track. It was tough leaving that. I 
loved track in high school, getting that first all the time. A couple of my scholarship offers had track, 
too. But I knew I just wanted to do football. 


HI: What do you think you'll be doing 10 years from now? 
MENDOZA: Hopefully, I'll be coaching. That’s something I really want to do, college level definitely, but 
once I get older, older, older, probably J’ll just want to settle at high school as a head coach. 


HI: What's the best show on television? 

MENDOZA: I love watching Family Guy; it’s really funny, and just different things on MTV like 
Making the Band, America’s Best Dance Crew. I barely get to watch TV so when I do it’s late at 
night. It helps me fall asleep. 


Keith Mann has a knack for knowing how 
to handle sportswriters, 

Turns out there’s a good reason for that 
knack. 

“T thought I wanted to be a sportswriter,” 
the 36-year-old Mann recalled recently. 

Mann is in his fifth season as Nebraska’s 
media relations director. He oversees all 
administrative operations of the media 
relations office while also serving as the day- 
to-day contact for the Husker football team, 
handling publicity and media relations. 

As for those old sportswriter dreams, 
Mann worked for the student newspaper 
at Platteview High School, from which he 
graduated in 1990. 

“T thought I could write,” he said. “I came 
here (to NU) fora state journalism contest 
and did well.” 

That’s when he met Bill Doleman, who 


Keith Mann 


Media Relations Director 


WITH STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


was a judge in the journalism 
contest, Doleman is a longtime 
TV and radio personality. At 
the ume, however, Doleman was working as 
a graduate assistant in the Nebraska media 
relations office. He knew Mann was set to 
attend NU and encouraged Mann to apply 
for a position as a student assistant on the 
media relations staff. 

As a result, Mann's sportswriter plans 
began to take a back seat. 

“Bill was kind of the first link to me 
getting my foot in the door here,” Mann 
said. “I liked being on the team side of ita 
little more than the actual media side of it. It 
seemed like a good fit for me.” 

Mann said he enjoys working with first- 
year Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini. 

“He's very straightforward,” Mann said. 
“You'll hear him say in a lot of interviews 


~ i ee 


that he’s a pretty black and white guy. He’s 
pretty black and white in our dealings. If you 
ask him to do something with the media, 


he'll say either yes or no right away. 

“T think Bo's got a pretty good rapport 
with the media, and that makes my job easier. 
He's just been good to deal with in a lot of 
ways.” 

For instance, “I think if you talk to a lot of 
people, you'll find he trusts people to do their 
jobs. In dealing with players, he’s not looking 
over their shoulders to see what players say 
or don’t say and who's doing interviews. 

He trusts me to manage that part of the 
program,” 

Keith and his wife, Leslie, have two 
daughters, 2-year-old Lauren and three- 
month-old Madison. 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


Keeping football in perspective 


Even though he had a proper perspective, 
instilled at home, George Achola wept 
after suffering a broken leg early in his 
sophomore season at Nebraska. 

“T’'ve rarely shed tears over sports, but 
that’s one of the few times I ever did,” he 
said. “I shed tears over that because you 
work so hard and you get to the point 
where you think you’re ready to make a 
contribution and through some kind of freak 
accident — basically, | was untouched when 
it happened — that’s taken away.” 

The injury “reinforced what my parents 
and other people had been telling me,” 
he said. What they told him was that he 
couldn't let athletics, in this case football, 
define him. Football was what he did, and 


did well. It was not his identity. 

He had a scholarship to play football. But 
he also was at Nebraska to get an education. 
And it was not a coincidence that during his 
sophomore year, after the injury occurred, 
that he decided his career goal was earning 
a law degree. 

Achola, whose father was a sociology 
professor, was born in Kenya and didn’t 
moye to the United States until he was 
7-years-old. His first athletic love was 
soccer, which he still enjoys. But he 
played what the other kids in his Omaha 
neighborhood played, football, and he was 
recruited by Nebraska out of Creighton 
Prep. 

“As you get older in life, you look back 


GEORGE ACHOLA 


LETTERS: 1989-91 

POSITION: |-back 

CURRENT: General Counsel, Omaha 
Housing Authority 

WIFE: Melissa 

CHILDREN: Rachel (5), Schuyler (2) 


and see people who influenced you,” he 
said. “And I clearly look at Tom Osborne, 
the man he was. He’s kind of the standard, 
to a certain extent, There’s always my 
father, that’s the gold standard. But in terms 
of outside the familial status there is Tom 
Osborne. 

“You just watched the way he carried 
himself, down to earth, humble, a guy who 
actually lives the Christian values he avows." 

Frank Solich, his position coach, also 
influenced him significantly, “in terms of 
sheer tenacity and preparation,” he said. 
“There was a reason Nebraska running 
backs were so good for so long. We were 
prepared. He taught us well.” 
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JUCO route still an option for NU 


BY RICK SHAW 


ebraska’s_ recruiting philosophy 
has changed a bit over the past 
12 months. Underneath former 
Husker coach Bill Callahan, it was common 
to see a good percentage of athletes in each 
recruiting class come from the junior college 
ranks. With Bo Pelini now at the helm, 
JUCO targets are becoming the exception 
rather than the norm. 

This past February, Pelini and staff signed 
only two junior college athletes (out of it’s 
28 member class) to letters of intent - tight 
end TYSON HETZER and offensive guard 
RICKY HENRY. The new coaching regime 
appears to be placing more of its focus into 
recruiting high school athletes, getting them 
on campus for four or five years and molding 
them into the types of players that can grow 
and thrive in the ‘Big Red’ program. 

That’s not to say that Pelini and staff are 
opposed to bringing in junior college talent 
under certain scenarios. In fact, a handful of 
JUCO prospects are currently being targeted 
by the Huskers. 

A trio of standout athletes out of Fort 
Scott (Kan.) Community College earned 
Nebraska scholarship offers in late summer 
and took official visits to Lincoln together 
during the first weekend of September. 
Wide receiver BRANDON KINNIE (6-4, 230- 
pounds), defensive end JASON PIERRE- 
PAUL (6-6, 270-pounds) and linebacker 
JACQUAIN WILLIAMS (6-4, 220-pounds) 
are current teammates giving strong 
consideration to furthering their college 
football playing days at the University of 
Nebraska. 


Kinnie, rated the nation’s No. 52 junior 
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college prospect (three-stars) by Rivals.com, 


currently has the Huskers sitting alone at the 
top of his leader board, above schools like 
Arkansas, Kansas, LSU and others. 

“Nebraska is my top school,” Kinnie 
said. “They’re the school I’m very high on. 
I talk to coach (Ted) Gilmore about taking 
another unofficial visit up there to watch 
the team play. Right now, I’m just worried 
about keeping this winning season going 
and being undefeated.” 

Utilizing a unique blend of size and 


speed (4.5-second 40-yard dash), Kinnie is 


“NEBRASKA 


is my top school. They’re the 
school I’m very high on. I talk 
to Coach Gilmore about taking 
another unofficial visit up there 
to watch the team play.” 


WIDE RECEIVER RECRUIT 
BRANDON KINNIE 


having a great season for Fort Scott this fall. 
He currently ranks second in the Jayhawk 
Conference with 29 catches for 454 yards 
and six touchdowns. He is averaging 5.8 
catches per game and first in his conference 
in receiving yards per game, averaging 90.8 
per outing. 


Pierre-Paul, rated the nation’s No. 29 


junior college prospect by Rivals (four- 


stars), also holds scholarship offers from 
both Arkansas, LSU and South Florida. 
He signed with Central Florida out of high 
school before landing at Fort Scott CC. 
According to Greyhound receiver coach 
Michael Chandler, Pierre-Paul has all the 
necessary physical attributes to become a 
difference-maker defender at the Division 
I level. 

“He's 6-6, 270 pounds and everything 
you want,” Chandler said. “I can tell you 
how athletic he is. One day in practice | was 
kidding him about doing a back-flip and he 
did one right in front of me. He’s one of 
those players that the sky is the limit.” 

Pierre-Paul is currently fifth in the 
Jayhawk Conference with 5.5 sacks in five 
games. He said he intends to take, at least, 
a couple of more visits before finalizing his 
college selection. 

Williams may be the more heavily 
recruited prospect of the group. Rated the 
No. 19 junior college prospect in the country 
by Rivals (four-stars), his scholarship 
offer totals are approaching double-digits. 
Originally from Tampa (Fla.), he admits 
that he may be leaning towards returning to 
his home state and playing for South Florida 


in 2009. However, the Huskers remain in the 


thick of the battle for his signature. 

“Jacquain has tremendous range at 
linebacker and can run in the 4.5 range,” 
coach Chandler said. “He can fly around in 
the passing game, but has the ability to still 
come up and hit.” 

Another junior college prospect who 
has built a reputation for his physical style 
of play is Wilmington (Calif.) Los Angeles 
Harbor Community College defensive end 
DEQUIN EVANS. The 6-2, 275-pound pass 
rusher has already reeled in scholarship 
offers from Arizona, Kansas, Kansas State, 
LSU, Washington State and Nevada and 
others could be on the way. Are the Huskers 
poised to throw their hat into the ring? 

“Nebraska is recruiting me and talking 
about me getting up there for a visit,” Evans 
said, “Nebraska football is big. I've talked to 
my coaches a lot about them and they tell 
me that the tradition they have there and 
the heart and passion of their fans — that I'd 
never see anything like that anywhere else. 
Our offensive coordinator, coach (Brett) 
Peabody, told me that if I ever wanted to 


experience a college football game that 


Nebraska would be the place to go.” 


Evans earned first-team all-conference 
during his first season at Harbor, recording 
40 tackles, 17 tackles for losses and six sacks. 
Rivals rates him at the nation’s No. 13 junior 
college prospect (four-stars). 

Though the Huskers are a good bet to 
get one of his visits, Evans admits that he’s 
currently leaning towards staying in the West 
to finish out his college football eligibility. 

One of Evans’ teammates at Harbor, 
wide receiver CHRIS MATTHEWS (6-5, 210- 
pounds), is also earning a strong look from 
the Husker coaching staff. Unlike Evans, 
however, Matthews is leaning towards taking 
his skills to the Midwest next season. 

“Oklahoma is my favorite,” Matthews 
said. “After that, it’s Nebraska, and then 
Oregon.” 

“T only have an offer from Akron right 
now. Oklahoma, Oregon, Nebraska, Kansas 
State and a few others are recruiting me but 
they are waiting on my transcripts.” 

Rated the nation’s No. 8 junior college 
prospect (four-stars) by Rivals, Matthews put 
up some eye-popping numbers in Harbor's 
first three contests this fall. In those games, 


Matthews hauled in 35 receptions for 473 


yards and three touchdowns. 
If his transcripts pass the intense 


review of the various schools 


pursuing him, look for Matthews to 


be a headline recruit by February's 


Signing Day. 


The Huskers are no longer looking 


to build a program heavy on junior 


college prospects. They’re looking 


for athletes that are afforded enough 


time in the program to mesh to a 


particular set of philosophies and 


beliefs. However, as their track record 


shows, the NU staff is still willing 


to sprinkle their roster with a few 
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“special” JUCO standouts when the 


situation warrants. N 


READY TO RETURN 
It wasn't exactly how Nebraska 
outside linebacker commit SHAWN 
BODTMANN had anticipated the 
beginning of his senior season going. 
Bodtmann, the 6-0, 205-pounder and 
his West Scranton teammates had a 


strong start to the season. Of course 
that was also after he made an April 
commitment to the Huskers. A few 
games into the season, Bodtmann 
suffered a hairline fracture in his 
collarbone. Being the competitor he is, 
it certainly hurt not being out there and 
watching tough losses on the way to a 
2-5 record before his anticipated return. 

This upcoming week he'll be back and 
Bodtmann says that he’s ready to go. 

“It wasn’t anything serious,’ Bodtmann 
said about the injury. “I’m going to be 
back playing now. It’s tough to stay 
on the sideline and not be able to 
do anything about your team losing. 
| can't wait to take the field with my 
teammates.” 

In the process, Bodtmann has also had 
his eye on his future team — Nebraska. 

“I've been watching,” he said about 
the Huskers’ early games. "They lost a 
couple of close games and then the 
one to Missouri. But I'm really excited 
about where the program is headed. 

I'm supposed to be playing weakside 
linebacker. | feel comfortable in that 
position and comfortable enough for 
[the coaches] to want me to play that 
position, 

“When | get there, | want to step in and 
do whatever I can to help the team.” 

by John Talman, Recruiting Publisher 
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Who's next on offense? 


by Sean Stevens 


Nebraska has twelve oral commitments for 
their 2009 recruiting class, but they’re not done 
yet. So who’s next? 

At running back NU is looking for one more 
prospect and the commitment will likely come 
from either a Texan or a Hawaiian. 

REX BURKHEAD (5-10/190/4-stars) of 
Plano, Texas, is the one from the continental 
United States. Burkhead, who has rushed for 
nearly 700 yards and 12 touchdowns this fall, 
has offers from around the nation. His only 
official visit thus far was to Nebraska, and it 
followed up an unofficial trip this past summer. 
He talked recently about his favorites. 

“T probably have about seven top schools right 
now although some other schools could still 
come into the picture. Right now it’s Nebraska, 
Stanford, Texas Tech, Arkansas, Louisville, Ole 
Miss and Auburn.” 

His visit to Lincoln is still in the front of his 
mind, though. 

“Tt was great, a great atmosphere,” Burkhead 
said. “The fans were great. Walking down 
through the tunnel before when the players 
went out was pretty special.” 

From Hawaii comes DALTON HILLIARD 


(5-11/182/3-stars) of Honolulu, who visited 


Lincoln for the Missouri game. 

“Tt was great, the atmosphere was a lot better 
than I had thought,” Hilliard said. “It was more 
than I expected. They set the bar high for my 
other college visits.” 

He will visit UCLA (Oct. 17), Arizona (Oct. 
24) and maybe Colorado in November before 
making a decision. NU is in good position, 
though. 

“Td give the visit a 9.5 out of ten,” Hilliard 
said. “It was basically perfect. They definitely 
set the standard before visiting UCLA and 


Arizona.” 


Wt. Hometown (High School) 


2009 Nebraska Commitment List 
Name Pos. Ht. t. 
Nick Ash OL 6-5 

Shawn Bodtmann OLB 60 
DeAndre Byrd CB 5-10 

Jess Coffey OL 6-7 
Emerson Evans DE 6-1 

Cody Green QB 6-4 

Taylor Martinez ATH 6-0 

Cole Pensick DL 6-2 
Thaddeus Randle DL 6-1 
Dontrayevous Robinson RB 6-1 

Brent Qvale OL 6-7 

CJ, Zimmerer FB 6-0 


261 Keller, Texas (Keller) 

205 Scranton, Pa. (West Scranton) 
170 Tallahassee, Fla, (Lincoln) 

270 Denton, Texas (Guyer) 

230 Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 
220 Dayton, Texas (Dayton) 

176 Corona, Calif. (Centennial) 
250 Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 

255 Galena Park, Texas (North Shore) 
215 Euless, Texas (Trinity) 

300 Williston, N.D. (Williston) 

213 Omaha, Neb. (Omaha Gross) 
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SIDELINES 


SIRLES ENJOYS VISIT 
Offensive lineman JEREMIAH 
SIRLES (6-6/280/3-stars) of 


Denver, Colo., has his list pared 
to NU, Oregon, and Arizona 
State. His visit to Nebraska was 
productive for the Huskers. 

“Oh it was awesome,’ he said. 
“| had a great time. The coaches 
were great and the atmosphere 
was unbelievable. | loved the 
atmosphere at the beginning of 
the game and the fans were so 
supportive.” 

Sirles visited Oregon Oct. 10 
weekend and will make his 
decision soon - probably before 
the end of October. NU is in good 
position with him. 

“I'd rate (my official visit) a ten. 


It's going to be hard to beat this.” 


KEEPING TABS 

San Diego, Calif, tight end J.T. 
Kerr (6-4/230/3 stars) visited 
Nebraska early in the season and 
has been keeping tabs on the 
Huskers on television. 

I've been watching them every 
week,’ Kerr said. “I still talk to 
them a lot and | have a great 
relationship with Coach (Ron) 


Brown. | like them a lot.” 


ith a little 
more than 
10 minutes 
remaining, 
Nebraska 
was having 
difficulty 
putting a 
pesky Iowa 
State team way. 

The Cornhuskers led 21-7, but with their 
opening drive of the fourth quarter stalling 
at their own 46-yard line, had to punt the 
ball back to the Cyclones. That’s when 
Nebraska’s Rickey Thenarse seized the 
opportunity to make a big play. 

Racing down the field on punt coverage, 
Thenarse was taken to the ground by 
an Iowa State player. Not to be denied, 
the junior safety scrambled to his feet in 
time to deliver a vicious hit on Cyclone 
punt-return specialist Devin McDowell, 
forcing a fumble that Nebraska’s Niles Paul 
recovered at the ISU 39. 

“TI stemmed outside and planted back 
inside and I beat him and the guy just 
grabbed my jersey and tackled me,” 
Thenarse said. “I got up, I saw (McDowell) 


hit the hole real hard and I did what I do 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


Vu 
Rickey Thenarse celebrates after forcing a fumble in the fourth quarter. 


best. I got a good shot on him and the ball 


just came out.” 


Nebraska capitalized on Thenarse’s said. “I watched Rickey the whole time on “T’ve been on the bench for a while with 
bone-jarring blow, scoring on a l-yard that play and he got tackled by the gunner, injuries and now | feel great — better than 
quarterback sneak by Joe Ganz to go ahead _actually. He got up, made the play and I’ve ever felt. 

28-7 with 6:35 to play. The sequence put made the dude fumble, so it was a great “(The coaches) have been kind of iffy 
the game on ice for the Huskers, who went effort on his part.” putting me in because of injuries and that 
on to post a 35-7 victory. Thenarse, who has been hampered by was my opportunity to show them I can 

“That was big because that pretty much injuries for much of the season, said he was _ still make big hits.” 
sealed the game for us if you really look just thrilled to contribute a big play. 
at it,” Nebraska linebacker Cody Glenn “That one felt good,” Thenarse said. —by Terry Douglass 
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PHOTOS BY SCOTT BRUHN 


NEBRASKA 35, IOWA STATE 7 


REPORT.CARD 


RUSHING: Qt 


With lowa State stacking the line of scrimmage, Nebraska 
got off to a slow start before coming around with a 139-yard 
effort on the ground in the fourth quarter. The Huskers 
averaged 5.5 yards per attempt and scored four rushing 
touchdowns. 


PASSING: f- 


Save for a sluggish third quarter, Joe Ganz was impressive 
through the air, passing for 328 yards and completing passes 
to nine different receivers. Three fumbles — two by receivers 
and one by Ganz — were the only knock. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: R 


One big bust — a 67-yard TD run by lowa State's Alexander 
Robinson — was the lone gaffe. The Cyclones gained 38 

net yards on their other 24 rushing attempts. The return of 
linebackers Phillip Dillard and Cody Glenn from injury didn’t 
hurt. 


PASSING DEFENSE: f\ 


With lowa State determined to make the short passing 
game work, Nebraska's secondary did a solid job of being 
aggressive to the ball and making tackles. The Huskers 
limited the Cyclones to a season-low 113 yards on 16-of-29 
passing. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: &- 


Rickey Thenarse’s fumble-causing hit in punt coverage that 
produced a key turnover was the highlight in an otherwise 
uneventful day. Ranked No. 117 nationally in net punting 
coming in, Jake Wesch and Dan Titchener combined for a 
dreary 25.4-yard net average. 


Defensive Coordinator Carl Pelini leads the Husker defense off the field. 


huskersillustrated.com OCTOBER 25, 2008 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 19 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


The Cornhuskers didn’t have a sack in the 


previous two games, in large part because of | 


the quarterbacks with whom they had to deal: 
Missouri’s Chase Daniel and Texas Tech’s 
Graham Harrell. They got to Iowa State 
quarterback Austin Arnaud twice, the first by 
defensive end , the second by 
defensive end 

Potter had a clear shot. “I actually lined up 
in a ‘9-technique,’ and the tackle surprisingly 
didn’t kick out at all,” said Potter. “I had a 
free shot. 

“T was just hoping he didn’t get rid of the 
ball.” 

Nebraska’s ability to get pressure on 
Arnaud was a result of a “good game plan,” 
Potter said. “We knew the weaknesses of 
their tackles and guards. We just executed. 
That’s something we haven't been doing as 
of late. We did today.” 


FUMBLE, FINALLY 


Nebraska forced and recovered a fumble 
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late in the third quarter, its first takeaway 
since the fourth quarter of the New Mexico 
State game and only the second fumble 
recovery since the conference opener against 
Iowa State last season. 

Defensive end forced 
the fumble 


recovered at the Cornhuskers’ 37- 


and cornerback 


yard line. “We had given up a couple,” coach 
said. 
“Tt was time for us to get one.” 
Nebraska got another fumble in the fourth 
quarter, on an Iowa State punt return. 


forced it. recovered. 


THE JOKER 


Nebraska’s “Joker” set was productive. 
I-back 


snap in the alignment, gained 6 yards the first 


, who takes a direct 


time it was used and 4 yards for a touchdown 
the second. 
Quarterback lined up as a 


receiver in the set. However, “I don’t know if 


he’s got too many tips for the receivers,” wide 
said. “He thinks he does. 
“But I don’t think I'll be taking his tips.” 


receiver 


Ganz “had a couple of plays where he had 
to block and try and get a ‘cut.’ I think he had 
his first ‘cut’ today, so he’s pretty pumped up 
about that, I’m sure,” said Swift. 


“We'll be hearing about that tomorrow.” 


BIG HALF 


Senior wide receiver caught 
eight passes for 112 yards and a touchdown, 
all in the first half. He caught three of the 
passes for 57 yards and carried 7 yards on a 
reverse on the Cornhuskers’ first touchdown 
drive in the first quarter. 

He and 


and the touchdown. 


teamed up for 19 yards 


“We wanted the offense to flow there in the 
first half, come off to a fast start together, and 
it just so happened that I caught a couple of 
balls in a row and had a good first half,” said 


Swift, who became the second player in school 


TURNOVER TROUBLE 


NEBRASKA 35, IOWA STATE 7 


Even though “you can’t work on ball security any more than we do,” according to coach 


BO PELINI, the Cornhuskers fumbled five times, losing three. 


“We need to fix the turnovers,” he said. 


history with 2,000 career-receiving yards. 

He now has 2,021 yards. JOHNNY RODGERS 
holds the record with 2,479 yards. 

Swift also is tied with MAURICE PURIFY for 
second on the school career list for touchdown 
catches, with 16. Rodgers holds that record, as 
well, with 25. 


SPIN MOVE 


NATE SWIFT got hit and knocked sideways 
but kept going to score the game’s first 
touchdown. He was asked about his “spin 
move” on the play afterward. 

Spin move? He was trying to keep the 
defender from getting “low enough on me to 
where he tackles me, takes my legs out,” said 
Swift. “I think it just happened that I spun 


out of it.” 


Quarterback JOE GANZ completed 27-of-37 
passes for 328 yards, his third 300-yard game 
of the season and sixth of his career. During 
the first half, he completed 21-of-26 passes for 
283 yards, tying his career best for a half. 

The school record for passing yards in a half 
is 322 by SAM KELLER, in the second half of 
the 41-40 victory against Ball State last season. 


Ganz increased his career-passing yardage 
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to 3,524 to move up three places into fifth on 
the Cornhuskers’ career list. He moved past 
VINCE FERRAGAMO (3,224 yards), TURNER 
GILL (3,317) and TOMMIE FRAZIER (3,5210). 
The list is in Two Minute Drill. 

For the season, Ganz has 1,967 passing 


yards, 52 short of seventh place. 


PASS PROTECTION 


Even though JOE GANZ 
was sacked twice and lost a 
fumble, the protection was 
“good,” he said. “The one 
fumble I had was on me. We 
were spread out and it was 
third-and-20, something like that, and I was 
trying to push it down the field. 

“T need to tuck and run, take the sack. But 
the protection was great. We only had one 
miscue. That's just the ability of our receivers 
to get open quick and our line having great 
protection. We were able to push the ball down 
the field and play well.” 

Was that the least he’s been hit this season? 

“T think so,” he said. “I didn’t really get hit 
on that fumble. I was just bringing it (the ball) 
up. A couple of option plays and that sack, 
that’s really it. 

“I'm feeling pretty good.” 
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QUICKLY 


BALL CONTROL 
For the second game ina 


row, Nebraska had a significant 
advantage in time of possession: 
37:11 to 22:49. The Cornhuskers 
accomplished that by mixing pass 
and run. They finished with 41 
rushes and 37 passes, good for 548 
total yards. 

“We're keeping the defense off- 
balance;"coach BO PELINI said. 


LACK OF EXECUTION 

lowa State's only points came 
when running back Alexander 
Robinson broke a 67-yard 
touchdown run on the second play 
from scrimmage in the second half. 

“It was a basic play to defend,’ 
coach BO PELINI said, "We didn't 
execute. We should have been able 
to make the tackle. But they made a 
play. | had no question that my guys 
would bounce back, and they did.” 


REDUCED PENALTIES 

The Cornhuskers were plagued 
by penalties in the previous two 
games. They were flagged only four 
times against lowa State, only one in 
the first half. 


BRIEFLY 

Nebraska's captains this week were 
senior I-back MARLON LUCKY, 
senior tight end-fullback HUNTER 
TEAFATILLER, sophomore I-back 
QUENTIN CASTILLE and senior 
defensive end ZACH POTTER. 

The Cornhuskers’ 92-yard 
touchdown drive in the first quarter 
was the longest of the season. 

Nebraska's scoring drives the past 
two weeks have averaged 10.2 plays 
and 73.6 yards. 

The Cornhuskers passed for 200 or 
more yards for a 12th consecutive 
game, including seven games of 300 
or more passing yards. The offense 
has gained 400 or more yards in 
nine of the past 12 games. 
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GameS 


SUMMARY 
SCORING 


Oct. 18, 2008 
Jack Trice Stadium - Ames, lowa 
Attendance: 48,794 


Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Tot 
Nebraska 7 4 0 4 35 
lowa State 0 0 7 0 7 
NU isu 
First Quarter 
NU Swift Pass from Ganz 19-yards 
(Henery Kick) 05:27 7 0 
Drive: 9 plays 92 yds 4:32 
Second Quarter 
NU Lucky 15-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 08:59 4 0 
Drive: 11 plays 85 yds 5:25 
NU Lucky 4-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 02:23 21 0 
Drive: 9 plays 71 yds 5:14 
Third Quarter 
isu Robinson 67-yard Run 
(Mahoney Kick) 14:23 21 7 
Drive: 2 plays 80 yds 0:37 
Fourth Quarter 
NU Ganz 1-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 06:35 28 7 
Drive: 8 plays 39 yds 3:36 
NU Castille 19-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 01:55 35 7 
Drive: 7 plays 80 yds 3:53 
NU isu 
Total First Downs. i 
Rushing 5 
Passing 5 
Penalty......... wade 1 
Rushing Attempts 25 
Yards Gained Rushing. . 126 
Yards Lost Rushing 21 
Net Yards Rushing 105 
Net Yards Passing .... 113 
Passes Attempted . ... 29 
Passes Completed... . 16 
Had Intercepted 0 
Percent Completion .........0..0....2ee cee 73.0% 55.2% 
Yards per Attempt 39 
Yards per Completion. .. 7 
Total Offensive Plays ... 54 
Total Net Yards . 548 218 
Avgy- Galt PRE Play... as aya sd soceceesepeepses 7.0 4.0 
Fumbles: No-Lost 3-2 


Avg. Per Punt... 448 

Avg. Net Punt 446 
Punt Returns: No-Yards. .. 217 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards. 339 
Interception Returns: No-Yards .....,....-.-..-+4 0-0 0-0 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 1-8 
Miscellaneous Yards... ......-...cecceeeeeeeeeeeed 0 


Possession Time. 
Third-Down Conversions . . 

Percentage 
Fourth-Down Conversions. 
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OFFENSIVE INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


NEBRASKA 


Rushing No Gain Lost Net Avg TD 
Lucky 15 75 1 74 49 2 
Castille i 73 3 70 64 1 
Helu jr, 6 66 0 6 i110 Oo 
Swift 1 7 0 7 7.0 0 
Ganz 8 8 5 3 0.4 1 
Total 41 229 9 220 5.4 4 
Passing Att Comp % Int Yds TD 
Ganz 37 27 =73.0 O 328 1 
Total 37 27 «73.0 0 328 
Receiving No Yds TD 
Swift 8 112 1 
Peterson 4 52 0 
Holt 5 45 0 
McNeill 3 39 0 
Helu jr. 1 27 0 
Paul 2 25 t) 
Lucky 2 16 0 
Mendoza 1 7 0 
Castille 1 5 0) 
Total 27 328 1 
Punt Ret No Yds TD 
Swift 1 1 0 
Kick Ret No Yds TD 
Paul 1 12 0 
Punting No Avg lg Blk TB FC 50+ 
Titchener 2 39.0 46 tt) 1 0 0 
Wesch 3 353 50 0 i 0 1 
Total 5 363 50 0 2 0 1 
Field Goals Made Att lg 
None 

Defense Solo Ast Tot TFL Sac PD F 
Asante 3 2 5 00 00 1 
Glenn 3 eS 00 00 tt) 
Murillo 4 DS 00 0-0 1 
Potter 1 ae | i-8 1-8 1 
O'Hanlon 3 0 3 0-0 00 0 
Steinkuhler 2 3 1-1 00 0 

Suh 1 rin, 15 0-0 2 
West 3 0 3 0-0 0-0 1 
Allen 2 Oo 2 00 00 0 
Amukamara = 2 o 2 00 00 tt) 
Dillard 2 a 13 00 0 
Sievers 2 0 2 1-100 1-1 ty) 
Thenarse 2 0 2 0-0 0-0 0 
Wortman 2 OZ 00 00 1 
Culbert 1 a 7 00 00 tt] 
Dennard 1 o 7 0-0 0-0 0 
Lawrence 1 a 0-0 0-0 0 
May 1 Qi 00 0-0 0 
Moore it) 1 1 0-0 00 ta] 
Peterson 1 o.o1 00 0-0 0 
Thorell 1 a. 1 00 00 0 
Williams 1 a 00 00 0 
Paul 0 0 0 00 0-0 0 
Interception Ret No Yds TD 
None 


Rushing 


Lucky, Marlon 


Helu Jr, Roy 
Castille, Q. 
Ganz, Joe 


Mendoza, Marcus 


Total 
Opponent 


Passing 
Ganz, Joe 
Total 
Opponent 


Receiving 
Swift, Nate 


Peterson, Todd 
Holt, Menelik 
McNeill, Mike 
Lucky, Marlon 


Helu Jr., Roy 
Paul, Niles 


Young, Dreu 


Total 
Opponent 


NNN SN UNNI O 


NNN NSN NNO 


ecoooceceoor-oonmoocooececoecem 


ig 
12 


In 20 
0 


~coocococoscocoooCCoo-oon 


c 
V7 


SEA 


NW-OCO-WHNS 


IOWA STATE 


Rushing No Gain Lost Net Avg TD 
Robinson W 90 3 87 79 1 
Arnaud 7 20 10 10 1.4 0 
Bass 5 4 S 9 1.8 0 
Scales 1 2 0 2 2.0 0 
TEAM 1 0 3 3 8 -3.0 0 
Total 25 126 21 «#105 42 1 
Passing Att Comp % Int Yds TD 
Arnaud 29 16 = 55.2 0 113 0 
Total 29 16 55.2 0 113 0 
Receiving No Yds TO 
Sumrall 6 44 0 
Catlett 2 20 0 
Hamilton 2 15 tt) 
Jones 2 13 t) 
Johnson 1 8 0 
Franklin 1 7 0 
Darks 1 4 0 
Robinson 1 2 0 
Total 16 113 0 
Punt Ret No Yds T 
McDowell 2 7 0 
Kick Ret No Yds TD 
Johnson 3 39 0 
Punting No Avg tg Blk TB FC S0+ 
Brandtner 8 448 69 Or 2) QZ 3 
Field Goals Made Att lg 
Mahoney 0 1 0 
Defense Solo Ast Tot TFL Sac PD F 
Smith 8 4 12 1-1 0-0 0 
Smith 5 3 8 13 0-0 0 
Johnson 7 o 7 0-0 00 1 

Bell 5 i. +B 00 0-0 0 
Hunley 6 0 6 0-0 0-0 1 
Banks 4 DS 0-0 0-0 0 
Benton 3 1 4 2-16 00 i 
Taylor 3 [ “x 14 (1-4 0 
Alburtis 2 1 3 00 00 0 
Ferguson 2 ‘43 0-0 00 0 

Lyle 3 a. °3 0-0 1-0 0 
Raven 2 eis 0-0 00 0 
Ferguson 1 J: 42 00 00 0 
Garrin 1 1) 42 00 0-0 0 
Johnson 2 0 2 0-0 0-0 ty) 
McDowell 2 0 2 0-0 0-0 tt] 
Parker 1 A 2 0-0 00 0 
Frere 1 o 1 00 00 1 
Ruempolhamer 0 Hh "7 00 0-0 0 
Schmidgall 1 0 o1 00 60-0 0 
Weir 1 0 1 0-0 00 0 
interception Ret No Yds TD 


None 


lg 
58 
50 
19 
33 
35 
58 
67 


lg 
61 
61 
58 


SON LEADERS 


Defense 
Glenn, Cody 
Asante, Larry 
Dillard, P. 

Suh, Ndamukong 
Steinkubler, Ty 
Allen, Pierre 
O'Hanlon, Matt 
Murillo, A. 
Potter, Zach 
Hagg, Eric 
Amukamara, P. 
Thorell, Lance 
West, Anthony 
Holt, Matt 
Moore, Terrence 
Thenarse, R. 
Barfield, S. 
Culbert, Major 
Sievers, C. 
Wortman, Tyler 
Lawrence, Blake 
Cammack, Wes 
Castille, Q. 

Paul, Niles 


Yd/G 
53.1 
414 
28.1 
163 
15.0 

147.4 


WWwWAHaAnnri Oo 
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2 
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0 


Fi 
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rc 
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Sat., Aug. 30 
Sat., Sept. 6 
Sat., Sept. 13 
Sat., Sept. 27 
Sat,, Oct. 4 
Sat., Oct. 11 
Sat, Oct. 18 
Sat., Oct. 25 
Sat., Nov. 1 
Sat., Nov. 8 
Sat., Nov. 15 
Fri, Nov. 28 


Sat., Dec. 6 


Western Michigan 
San Jose State 
New Mexico State 
Virginia Tech 

#4/3 Missouri 

#7 Texas Tech 
lowa State 

Baylor 

Oklahoma 

Kansas 

Kansas State 


Colorado 


Big 12 Championship 
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Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
at Lubbock, Texas 
at Ames, lowa 
Memorial Stadium 
at Norman, Okla. 


Memorial Stadium 


at Manhattan, Kan. 


Memorial Stadium 


at Kansas City, Mo. 


(Arrowhead Stadium) 


W, 47-24 

W, 35-12 

W, 38-7 

L, 30-35 

L, 17-52 

L, 31-37 (OT) 
W, 35-7 
11:30 a.m. 
TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

2:30 p.m. (ABC) 


7 p.m. (ABC) 


NEBRASKA 35, IOWA STATE 7 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


OCTOBER 25, 2008 
HUSKERS RETURN TO FRIENDLY CONFINES OF 
MEMORIAL STADIUM TO TAKE ON MUCH-IMPROVED 
AND DANGEROUS BEARS! 


Baylor at Nebraska NU 42-17 


Texas Tech at Kansas TT 38-35 
Oklahoma at Kansas State OU 45-10 
Oklahoma State at Texas UT 38-37 


Colorado at Missouri MU 42-13 


NU 42-17 
KU 45-42 
OU 49-10 
UT 31-30 
MU 42-10 


Baylor at Nebraska 
Texas Tech at Kansas 
Oklahoma at Kansas State 
Oklahoma State at Texas 
Colorado at Missouri 


NU 35-21 
KU 37-31 
OU 44-21 
UT 42-37 
MU 63-17 


Baylor at Nebraska 
Texas Tech at Kansas 
Oklahoma at Kansas State 
Oklahoma State at Texas 
Colorado at Missouri 


NU 34-17 
KU 37-34 
OU 44-17 
UT 34-31 
MU 45-24 


Baylor at Nebraska 
Texas Tech at Kansas 
Oklahoma at Kansas State 
Oklahoma State at Texas 
= Colorado at Missouri 


NU 34-21 
KU 34-31 
OU 48-17 
UT 41-37 
MU 37-27 


Baylor at Nebraska 
Texas Tech at Kansas 
Oklahoma at Kansas State 
| Oklahoma State at Texas 
Colorado at Missouri 
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Bears improving behind 
freshman quarterback 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


ROBERT GRIFFIN HAS several 
outstanding attributes as a player, 
but two in particular, says Baylor 
head coach Art Briles, 

“He's a guy who's intelligent 
and unselfish, and those are two 
pretty good characteristics of a 
quarterback,” Briles said. 

The 6-3, 200-pound Griffin, 
a true freshman, has created 
quite a stir in the Big 12, 
and even nationally, with his 
playmaking ability and general 
precociousness. A native of 
Copperas Cove, Texas, he took 
over as Baylor's full-time starter 
in the second game and hasn't 
looked back, 

Through six games, Griffin 
had rushed for 421 yards 
and eight touchdowns while 
averaging 5.0 yards per carry. 
He had completed 62 percent 
of his passes for 1,109 yards 
and nine touchdowns, with no 
interceptions. 

Briles, in his first season as 
Baylor’s head coach, was not 
surprised by Griffin’s avoidance 
of interceptions. 

“We have a real good 
offensive line,” the coach said. 
“Those guys have done a great 
job of protecting. And Robert is 
very intelligent. He understands 
where we want to go with the 
football.” 

What's more, Griffin can buy 


time for himself both inside the 
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the speedster, 


ROBERT GRIFFIN 


pocket and outside of it because 


of his exceptional speed and 
athleticism. 

“T think all those things add 
up to give him a chance to 
continue at his current pace,” 
Briles said. “It’s a good thing that 
it’s going on, so we just want to 
keep it going.” 

Baylor ended a 13-game Big 
12 losing streak Oct. 11 witha 
38-10 triumph over Iowa State in 
Waco, Texas. Although Griffin 
was in high school during most 
of the streak, he said breaking it 
was still satisfying. 

“It’s important for the guys 
who have been here, and that 


makes it important to me,” said 


who completed 
21 of 24 passes 
for 278 yards and 
two touchdowns 
against the 
Cyclones. 

Griffin 
graduated from 
Copperas Cove 
High in December 
of 2007 and 
enrolled at Baylor 
in January of 
2008, in time for 
spring practice. 
He emerged from 
spring drills ina 
three-way battle 
for the starting 
job with senior 
transfer Kirby Freeman and 
junior Blake Szymanski. 
Freeman started the opener 
against Wake Forest but 
struggled in the first quarter, 
hitting 2 of 7 passes with an 
interception. Griffin entered 
in the second quarter and 
immediately raised eyebrows. 

“We certainly knew he 
was going to be good after 
the spring,” Briles said. “This 
season has been about right on 
track with where he thought he 
was going to be and where we 
thought he was going to be.” 

Griffin showed his remarkable 


athleticism last spring when he 


® 
finished third in the 400-meter 
hurdles (:49.55) at the NCAA 
Outdoor Championships. 
He had won the gold in 
the same race at the Big 12 
Championships (:49.22). 

At first, Griffin tried to 
compete in track during spring 
football practice, but felt the 
time demands were too heavy 
of a load. So he waited until 
after spring football drills were 
finished to join the track squad. 

He did find time to take 16 
credit hours during the spring 
and post a 3.65 grade-point 
average on a 4.0 scale, 

So, perhaps it’s no wonder 
Griffin has responded well as the 


leader of Baylor’s offense, N 


BAYLOR 

QUICK FACTS 
Head coach: Art Briles (34-28, 
five seasons at Houston, 3-3 at 
Baylor) 
Enrollment: 14,174 
Colors: Green and Gold 
Conference: Big 12 
2007 record: 3-9, 0-8 
Starters returning/lost: 17/7 
Series record: NU leads 9-1 


2008 SCHEDULE 
8/28 Wake Forest, L, 41-13 
9/6 Northwestern St., W, 51-6 
Washington St., W, 45-17 
at UConn, L, 38-28 
Oklahoma, L, 49-17 


9/13 
9/19 
10/4 
10/17 lowa State, W, 38-10 
10/18 at Oklahoma State 
10/25 at Nebraska 


11/1 Missouri 
11/8 atTexas 
11/15 Texas A&M 
11/29 at Texas Tech 


BAYLOR ROSTER 


# QUARTERBACKS >>> 
6 Blake Szymanski QB 
7 Kirby Freeman QB 
10 Robert Griffin QB 
11 Ryan Roberts QB 
# OFFENSIVELINE >>> 
55 J.D.Walton G 
66 HunterHightower C 
53 Blake Simpson us 
54 Carter Brunelle is 
59 Casey Cooper LS 
61 James Barnard OG 
63 JohnJones OG 
78 ChrisGriesenbeck OG 
79 Courtney Green OG 
67 Joe Korbel oT 
71 DanGay or 
72 Jason Smith oT 
75 Jordan Hearvey oT 
76 Larry Bradley oT 
# = RUNNINGBACKS >>> 
45 Andrew Judy FB 
2 RaySims RB 
8 Jeremy Sanders RB 
16 LarryWashington RB 
25 Jacoby Jones RB 
32 Jay Finley RB 
# RECEIVERS >>> 
1 Kendall Wright IR 
3. Thomas White IR 
5 Mikail Baker IR 
17 JohnDavidWeed IR 
19 Joe Bennett IR 
23 Justin Fenty IR 
24 Matt Singletary IR 
39 VJ, McElroy IR 
81 Romie Blaylock IR 
14 Justin Akers TE 
18 Brad Taylor TE 
4 David Gettis WR 
9 TJ. Scranton WR 
13. Ernest Smith WR 
15 Kyle Mitchell WR 
26 Travis McClain WR 
83 Luke La Mar WR 
85 Stacy Williams WR 
86 AndrewSumpter WR 
88 Andrew Sowder wr 
# DEFENSIVELINE >>> 
9  JameonHardeman DE 
49 Leon Freeman DE 
51 Adam Geib DE 
88 JasonLamb DE 
93 Raylon Walters DE 
96 ZacScotton DE 
57 Tracy Robertson DL 
60 Sam Sledge OT 
91 Vincent Rhodes DT 
94 Chris Buford OT 
90 Nicolas Jean-Baptiste NT 
97 Trey Bryant NT 
# DEFENSIVEBACKS >>> 
1 Dwain Crawford cB 
3 Antareis Bryan CB 
5 Michael Williams ce 
15 Krys Buerck cB 
17 Alex Kushneir cB 
18 Drew Kerr cB 
20 Clifton Odom cB 
27 Dominique Criss cB 
31 Ahmad Jenkins cB 
39 Patrick Swindle cB 
2 Trentson Hill DB 
8  TimAtchison FS 
12 Jake La Mar FS 
21 Jordan Lake FS 
4 Jeremy Williams s 
11 Marlon Price 5 
23 Zak Mitchell s 
28  D’Kendrick Washington S 
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# LINEBACKERS >>> HT WT 

6 Antonio Jones tB G2 «225 

7 Antonio Johnson LB 61 200 

33 Earl Patin B62 «225 

34 Ben Hixson LB 62 230 

36 Chris Francis \B 60 225 

37 Elliot Coffey B60) «(215 

41 Joe Pawelek LB 6-3 240 

44 Fredric Plesius iB 6-2 245 

48 TylerKing LB 63 210 

50 Sam Shalala LB 61 210 

52. TyFindley LB 60 210 

# KICKERS >>> HT WT YR. 

38 Derek Epperson P 63 235 So. 

40 Ben Parks PK 62 205 Fr. 

43 Shea Brewster PK 60 170 So, 

NEBRASKA TENTATIVE 2-DEEPS 

OFFENSE 

WR 87 Swift, Nate 62 200 Sr. 
4 Menelik Holt 64 220 Jn 
8  WillHenry 65 220 So. 

uw 65 Smith, Mike 66 285 So. 
72. Jaivorio Burkes 65 325 So. 

LG 61 MikeHuff 64 300 Sr. 
68 Keith Williams 65 305 So, 

Cc 67 Jacob Hickman 64 290 Jr. 
58 Mike Caputo 6-1 275 RFr. 

RG 70 MattSlauson 65 320 Sr. 
73 DJ.Jones 65 305 So. 

RT 76 Murtha, Lydon 67 315 Sr. 
78 Marcel Jones 67 310 RFF. 

TE 44 Mike McNeill 64 240 So, 
49 Dreu Young 64 245 So. 
89 Hunter Teafatiller 63 240 Sr. 

WR 17 ‘Todd Peterson 64 215 Sr. 
24 Niles Paul 61 210 So, 

(or) 11 CurenskiGilleylen 6-0 210 RFr. 

QB 12 JoeGanz 61 210 Sr 
2 ~~ Patrick Witt 6-4 225 RFr. 
3 Zaclee 62 210 So. 

18 5 Marlon Lucky 60 215 Sr 

(or) 10 RoyHelu Jr, 60 215 So. 

(or) 29 Quentin Castille 6-1 235 So. 

FB 36 Thomas Lawson 60 250 Sr 
45 Justin Makovicka 61 240 So. 

DEFENSE 

DE 98 Zach Potter 67 280 Sr. 
88 Clayton Sievers 64 255 Sr 

NT 93 Ndamukong Suh 64 300 Jr. 
56 Shukree Barfield 64 290 Sr 
90 Terrence Moore 6-3 275 RFF. 

DT 43. TySteinkuhler 63 280 Sr. 
94 Jared Crick 66 280 Rr. 

DE 95 Pierre Allen 65 265 So. 
96 CameronMeredith 64 235 Fr. 

WLB 34 CodyGlenn 60 235 Sr. 
40 Blake Lawrence 63 225 So. 

MLB 52 Phillip Dillard 61 235 Jr. 
51 WillCompton 62 230 Fr. 
54 Colton Koehler 6&1 230 Jr. 

BLB) 53 Tyler Wortman 63 235 Sr. 
42 Sean Fisher 66 225 Fr. 
7 LatravisWashington 63 225 So, 

RC 5 Anthony West 60 200 So 
21 Prince Amukamara 61 195 So. 
23 Lance Thorell 61 190 RFr. 

tc 6 Armando Murillo 60 190 Sr. 
28 Eric Hagg 61 200 So. 
15 Alfonzo Dennard 5-10 190 Fr. 

SS 4 Larry Asante 6&1 210 Jr. 
2 Major Culbert 60 205 Jr 

FS 33 Matt O'Hanlon 5-11 195 Jr. 

(or) 3. RickeyThenarse 60 195 Jr 


HAT IT TAKES 
j/E A HUSKER 
WALK-ON? 


THE NEWEST WAY TO SUPPORT THE 


HUSKER FOOTBALL WALK-ON PROGRAM 


Join the Walk-On Club, as presented 
by the Extra Point Club, and receive the 
great benefits, including: 


»> Early invitations to the Walk-On Club Luncheons 
»> Invitation to a spring practice event 
»> Opportunity to win a pair of tickets to the 
Nebraska-Colorado football game 
»> Monthly e-newsletters in season with exclusive special 
features about current and former walk-ons 


as presented by the 


it Club 


MEMBERSHIP IS JUST $100 


and directly supports the football walk-on program’s 
recruiting outfitting and operational expenses. 


Make a Husker dream come true and join today! 
Visit Huskers.com or call the Athletic Development 
Office at 402-472-2367 for more information or to join. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 
OCT. 23 WALK-ON CLUB LUNCHEON 
with keynote speaker Jeff Jamrog, 
Director of Football Operations 


NOV. 20 WALK-ON CLUB LUNCHEON 
with keynote speaker Marvin Sanders, 
Husker Secondary Coach 
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di Kunalic arrived in the 

United States as a pre- 

teen with a fascination 

for soccer. It’s the sport 

he loved, and the only 
sport he really understood. 

Problem was, when Kunalic and his family moved 
to Fort Worth in 2000, he discovered soccer wasn’t that 
big of a deal in Texas. 

At least, not like it was in Germany, where Kunalic, 
as a 10-year-old, had bonded with soccer teammates 
and formed close friendships. 

“T remember leaving, and I had just been at this 
club for a year, and everything was going perfect, and 
everything with school was going fine,” Kunalic said. 
“Then we had to leave out of nowhere.” 

He left for a culture whose definition of football was 
entirely different from what Kunalic knew. 

“Tt was weird,” Kunalic said. “Football, I didn’t 
know what football was — or not this version of 
football, anyway. I thought football was stupid, to be 
honest. I didn’t understand it. I was all into soccer.” 

The move, Kunalic said, was his father’s decision. 
Meho Kunalic wanted to move to the United States, 
and he had relatives in Fort Worth. 

“And there is a pretty big Bosnian community in 
Fort Worth,” said Kunalic, a native of Bosnia, “so I 
think that ended up being pretty good.” 

The move certainly paid dividends for Kunalic. He 
discovered the American version of football in high 
school, and he used his talents to earn a Division I 
scholarship. 

And who knows? Perhaps Kunalic, a sophomore 
kicker on Nebraska’s football team, will some day 
enjoy a professional career, thanks to his leg that used 
to launch soccer balls. 

Nebraska fans quickly fell in love with Kunalic last 
season, when the true freshman immediately began 
booming kickoffs into the end zone. That was despite 
the fact Kunalic was kicking 5 yards further back — 
from the 30-yard-line — per a new NCAA rule. 

Kunalic had six touchbacks in the 2007 season 
opener against Nevada. He finished the season with 28 
touchbacks in 66 attempts — a 42.4 percent touchback 


Alive & Kick 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


rate that was the best of any kicker in the country. He 
also kicked a 46-yard field goal against Nevada — his 
only field goal attempt to date. 

His strong leg was a welcome relief for Nebraska 
fans who remembered the finale to the previous 
season, when coaches bypassed a 47-yard field goal 
attempt in the fourth quarter of the Cotton Bowl. 
Nebraska didn’t convert on fourth-and-11, and the 
Huskers lost 17-14 to Auburn. 

Kunalic watched from the stands. 

“That last field-goal (opportunity), I was like, 

‘Why are they not going for the field goal?’ ” said 
Kunalic, who had already given an oral commitment 
to Nebraska. 

He knew from that one play in the Cotton Bowl 
he’d made the right decision. Coaches told him that 
Nebraska’s kicker at the time, Jordan Congdon, was 
technically sound “but just didn’t have the leg.” 

Ironic, because Kunalic had the leg, but, when 
he began kicking footballs in high school, lacked 
technique. 

OK, maybe that’s a bit of an understatement. 

“No technique at all,” Kunalic said. “I just ran out 
there and kicked the ball. Same thing on my field goals. 
I was just treating it like it was a soccer ball.” 

Kunalic had played some basketball and soccer 
as a high school freshman, then transferred to North 
Crowley High School for his sophomore year. There, 
he approached assistant coach Dustin Burnett — also 
Kunalic’s chemistry teacher — about the possibility of 
kicking for the football team. He already was playing 
soccer. 

“T asked him, ‘Do you all need a kicker this year?’ ” 
Kunalic said, “and he said, ‘No, we’re good right now.’ 

“Then he said, ‘Can you kick?’ and I said, ‘I don’t 
know, I’m OK.’ He’s like, ‘Nah, it’s all right, were good.’” 

A week passed. The season had already begun. 

Burnett approached Kunalic. 

“And he said, ‘Hey, do you still want that job?’ ” 
Kunalic said. “I said, ‘I don’t know, man, I don’t know.’ 

“He kind of hunted me down for a week, and I 
finally went out there. I didn’t have my cleats on me, 
and he just gave me some football shoes, and I kicked 
a couple of field goals for him, and he was like, ‘Wow, 


OK.’ And then like the next week, I 
was playing varsity. 

“That's how everything started.” 

Fundamentals and technique, 
though, still needed some work. 
Burnett recommended that Kunalic 
work with a kicking coach he knew 
in Dallas. His name was Rocky 
Willingham. 

“He saw potential in me,” Kunalic 
said of Willingham. “He said I was 
a pretty good kid. And seriously, I 
did not know anything about kicking 
footballs. I didn’t even know how to 
take three steps back and two steps 
over. I would just walk back there. It 
was so new to me. 

“(Willingham) pretty much taught 
me the basics, and since then, every 
single time I’ve gone to meet with him, 
I’ve only gotten better. He’s helped me 
a lot. A lot, a lot, a lot.” 

Kunalic began kicking without a tee 
his junior season. He made a 57-yard 
field goal in a game, and was 7-of-9 
on field goals for the season. He made 
four more, out of six attempts, as a 
senior. 

“T took it pretty seriously,” Kunalic 
said. “After my junior year I didn’t 
want to play (soccer) anymore. I 
just didn’t want to get hurt. I figured 
football would be a lot more serious, 
easier to get a scholarship to.” 

He was right. 

Kunalic remains in contact with 
Willingham. He met this summer with 
the coach and worked on getting more 
height on his kickoffs. 

“T switched my steps up, which has 
kind of been messing with me just a 
little bit this season,” Kunalic said. “T 
switched my steps up a little bit to get 
more hang time, but I’ve been hitting 
pretty good balls. I barely ever hit a bad 
ball in practice. 

“I think sometimes when I get in the 
game, I just want to hit such a perfect 
ball, and I try to hit it so hard that I 
completely lose control.” 

That’s what happened against 
Missouri, Kunalic said, when he 
squibbed the opening kickoff down 
the sideline, despite the fact he hada 
strong wind behind him. 
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“On the next one,” he said, “I didn’t 
even try to hit it hard, and it ended up 
being a touchback.” 

Kunalic, who’s 6 feet, 180 pounds, 
says if he played another position 
in football, he’d probably prefer 
something on defense. 

Safety. Linebacker. 

“Just so I can hit somebody,” he 
said. “That'd be kind of fun.” 

It'd be fun, and it would prove that 
Kunalic isn’t your ordinary kicker. 

“There are a lot of kickers that are 
just so, I don’t know, they’re all like 
trying to watch out for themselves, 
and they don’t like to get rough and 
work out,” he said. “Why be like that? 
I hope I can change that image (for 
kickers).” 

It’s why Kunalic tries to spend 
as much time in the weight room as 
possible. 

“T like it,” he said. “I ask (strength 
coach James) Dobson to give me more 
workouts so I can lift more. Just my 
upper body, so I’m still fresh for the 
game. 

“When we're in there doing 
anything with Coach Dobson, I try 
to do everything better than everyone 
else, just because I want to be known 
as a football player rather than a 
kicker.” 

That’s actually how Kunalic felt 
when he was the last man of defense 
on a kickoff last season against USC. 

“T kicked the ball off, and it was a 
good kick,” he said. “The guy started 
returning it to the left side, and Rickey 
(Thenarse) hit him and makes him 
fumble.” 

USC recovered, and kept the kickoff 
alive. 

And there are like eight USC players 
and me,” he said. “I was running after 
this guy, and ended up tripping him up, 
which saved us a touchdown.” 

It’s probably the most running 
Kunalic has done on a football field. 
It’s one of the benefits, he jokes, of 
playing football over soccer. 

“Ninety minutes, or 2 minutes?” 
Kunalic says, perhaps justifying his 
decision of passing on his first love. 

“Tt only makes sense.” N 


KUNALIC, FAMILY FORCED 
TO FLEE NATIVE COUNTRY 


Adi Kunalic recalls the difficult adjustment of moving 
from Germany to the United States when he was 10 years 
old. 

He doesn’t, however, remember his family’s previous 
move. For that, Kunalic is thankful. 

Kunalic’s family — he, his father, mother and older 
brother — fled their native Bosnia in 1992, at the start of the 
Bosnian Civil War. 

Adi wasn’t even 3 years old. 

“We left to Croatia and lived there for a couple of 
months,” Kunalic said, “and then my Dad was in Germany, 
working, and then he got us into Germany from Croatia.” 

Kunalic was too young to remember details. He only 
knew there was war. Not until he was older did he begin to 
understand the significance. 

“T just learned how bad it was back then, and the people 
back in Bosnia, how they were treated,” Kunalic said. “We 
were probably one of the lucky ones to get out before it got 
out of hand. 

“T don’t know. It was just horrible. The first time I really 
went in depth to try to learn about it, I was really saddened. 
I didn’t really want to take much information in at one time, 
just because it was so bad.” 

The Kunalic family later moved to Fort Worth, where 
they still live. His brother, 7 years older than Adi, graduated 
from college in 2006 and works at a bank in downtown Fort 
Worth. His father works as a manager of a factory, and his 
mother is a pharmacy technician. 

Kunalic, a communications major, said he'd like to 
return to Germany to visit friends and relatives. He grew up 
in Berlin, and he speaks Bosnian, English and German. He 
also took some Spanish in high school. 


“T’m OK with it,” he said, smiling, “But that’s about it.” 
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Burroughs 


eyes NCAA 
championship 


BY TOMMY DAHLK 
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unior Husker wrestler 
Jordan Burroughs was 
pretty shocked when he 
competed at the FILA 
World Championships 
this summer in 
Istanbul, Turkey. 
No, he wasn’t 
shocked because it was his first time 
representing the United States or because 


he doesn’t have an extensive background in 


| freestyle wrestling. 


What shocked him was simple — for the 


first time in his career, he couldn’t even talk 


| to his opponent. 


“Tt was very different,” Burroughs said. 
“In America, I’m pretty good friends with a 
lot of people that I come into contact with 


and compete against. It was just different 


JORDAN BURROU 


* 


not being able to even speak the same 
language. It was just so different to see 
people’s different cultures and see them wear 
different uniforms and warm up differently.” 

In Istanbul, Burroughs finished 10th in 
the 145.5-pound division. He lost his first 
match against a wrestler from Kazakhstan 
and then defeated a wrestler representing 
India before tying a Hungarian. Burroughs 
just missed out on getting a chance to 
wrestle in the consolation bracket. 

The tournament was a different beast for 
Burroughs, and he said competing at the 
FILA World Championships was the first 
step towards reaching his goal of competing 
at the 2012 Olympics. 

But the junior from Sicklerville, N.J., has 
some unfinished business before he gives his 


full attention to grappling with that dream. 


Last year, Burroughs finished 
third in the 149-pound division at the 
NCAA Championships. At the Big 12 
Championships, he was named the meet’s 
Outstanding Wrestler. 

This year, Burroughs won't be satisfied 
unless he’s on top of the podium with a first 
place finish at the National Championships. 

He'll also be a leader on the Husker team 
and thinks his experiences this summer and 
last year will prepare him for whatever is 
thrown at him. 

“Tt’s always a learning experience,” 
Burroughs said. “It just taught me to deal 
with a lot of pressure on my shoulders and 
how to handle pressure when a lot of people 
are looking for me to win. I’m just going 
to go out there and score as many points to 
help my team and hopefully win a National 


Title.” N 
2008-09 WRESTLING ROSTER 


NAME WT. YR. HOMETOWN _ 
Aleksanyan, Patrick 133 Sr. Santa Ana, Calif. 
Ashton, Matt 133. «Fr. ~~ Eagan, Minn. 
Barnes, Austin 141 “Fr. Rockwall, Texas 
Brester, Craig 197 Jr. Howells, Neb. 


Plattsmouth, Neb. 
Plattsmouth, Neb. 


Browne, Brandon 174 Sr. 
Browne, Cameron 197 So. 


Burns, Jon 141 Fr. Apex, N.C. 
Burroughs, Jordan 149 Jr. — Sicklerville, NJ. 
Cooksley, Hadley 285 Fr. Alda, Neb. 
Cotton,Romero 184 Fr. Hutchinson, Kan. 
Dwyer, Stephen 165 Jr. Rockton, Ill. 

Essay, Riley 133 Fr. Alliance, Neb. 
Grande, Ross 149 “Fr. _—_- Palatine, Ill. 
Hacker, Chris 157. RFr. El Reno, Okla. 
Howard, Alex 165 Jr, Beale AirBase, Calif. | 
Ihnen, Josh 184 Fr. Sheldon, lowa 
Johnson, Andy 174 So. Yankton, S.D. 
Jones, Vince 184 Sr. Sicklerville, NJ. 
Kiley, Ridge 125 Fr. Eagle Grove, lowa 
Koehn, Tyler 157 Fr. __‘~ Pittsburg, Kan. 
Lane, Tucker 285 RFr. Redvale, Colo. 
Litch, Brian 141. -RFr. Wayzata, Minn. 
Lukow, Livingston 197 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. 


Pokorny, Andy 125 RFr. Bennington, Neb. 


Reinert, Eric 165 Fr. Watertown, Minn. 
Roto, Peter 133. So. Palatine, Ill. 
Salazar, Curtis 141 So. Greeley, Colo. 
Sanders, Paul 149 So. Blanding, Utah 


Sanders,Robert 157 = Sr. 
Studebaker, Ethan 157 Fr. 
Thomas, Alex 285s Fr. 
Vacanti, Matt 133 So. 
Ward, Alex 165 So. 
Wofford, Levi 184 oJr. 


Blanding, Utah 
Raymond, Neb. 
McDonald, Kan. 
Papillion, Neb. 


Aurora, Neb. 
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WELCOME BACK, ERIC 


Former Cornhusker basketball player 
ERIC PIATKOWSKI will join the announcing 
team for Nebraska basketball games on Fox 
Sports Midwest this season. Piatkowski, 
who retired from the NBA after 14 seasons, 
will be the color analyst, working with 
GREG SHARPE, whose has done the games 
the past four seasons. 

Nebraska’s contract with Fox Sports 
Midwest is for a third-tier television package 
of eight games in 2008-09, five at home 
and three on the road. The games will be 
available only within the state of Nebraska 
on Fox Sports Midwest. 

The schedule: Nov. 25 — St. Louis; 
Nov. 29 — Creighton; Dec. 3 — Alabama 
State; Dec. 13 — at Oregon State; Dec. 23 - 
UMBC; Jan. 14 — at Iowa State; Feb. 4 — at 
Colorado; March 4 — Iowa State. 

In addition to the eight games on Fox 
Sports Midwest, at least 16 other Nebraska 
men’s basketball games will be televised on 
various networks, including a minimum of 
eight games shown on national outlets. 

Every Husker road game will be televised 
for the second consecutive year, and all 16 
Big 12 games will be televised in the state 
for the first time. 


HUSKER QUICK HITS 


GSR PERFECTION 

Six Husker 
perfect 100-percent scores in Graduation 
Success Rate (GSR) as determined by the 
NCAA. The six women’s teams were: 


women’s teams earned 


volleyball, basketball, golf, gymnastics, 
tennis and rifle. 

Six other Nebraska teams had scores of 
75 percent or better: softball (87), soccer 
(85), men’s tennis (83), women’s track/ 
cross country (80), football (78) and men’s 
basketball (77). The football team’s 78 
percent GSR with tied with Baylor’s for 
second in the Big 12 Conference, behind 
Texas Tech. The men’s basketball team’s 
77 percent also ranked second in the 
conference, behind Oklahoma State. 

Nebraska’s GSR of 76 
percent ranked fourth in the Big 12. 

The GSR scores released in mid-October 
were based on four classes of scholarship 


institutional 


student-athletes who entered the university 
from the fall of 1998 to the fall of 2001 and 
allow a six-year window for degrees to be 
earned. 

Nebraska ranked first in the Big 12 in 
exhausted eligibility graduation rare for a 
sixth consecutive year. The Huskers’ rate 
was 93 percent. 

The national average for exhausted 


eligibility was 86 percent. 


The Husker soccer team saw its five-match 
winning streak snapped during a two-match 
trip to Texas, falling to Baylor in Waco 1-0 
and to No. 7-ranked Texas A&M in College 
Station 2-0, despite a career-high seven saves 
by senior goalkeeper BRITTANY PFEIL. The 
Huskers hadn’t lost since Sept. 5. 


WRESTLING CLINIC 


Nebraska _ wrestling coach MARK 
MANNING and staff will conduct their 
annual Fall Coaches Clinic on Nov. 7 at 
the Devaney Sports Center, with technique 
sessions featuring new Husker assistants 
TRAVIS and TRENT PAULSON, both three- 
time All-Americans at Iowa State under 
Bobby Douglas and Cael Sanderson. 

The Husker wrestle-offs also will be held 
in conjunction with the clinic. Regular- 
season practices began on Oct. 1. 
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BROOKE DELANO 


BY BOB HAMAR 


Delano atjusts 
to new demands 


rooke Delano has a new 
position this season on the 
Nebraska volleyball team. 
After being a middle 
blocker her entire life, she is 
now a “utility” player. Where 
ever she’s needed in the front 
row, that’s where she'll be. 
Delano has played all 
three front-row positions 
this season — middle blocker, right side hitter 
and outside hitter. The redshirt freshman from 
Bellevue West said it’s best to just go out and play 
and not worry about anything. 

“Tt’s hard when you start thinking about it,” 
Delano said. “If you don’t think about it, you 
just study the scouting report and focus on what's 
going on. Then it’s fine. Once you start thinking 
about it, that’s when it gets to your head and starts 
messing you up.” 

Nebraska coach John Cook knows how tough 
it is for a player to play different positions. It’s not 
something that every player can handle. 

“Tt’s very difficult,” Cook said. “We train her 
in all those spots as best we can. She just has to be 
ready to go. I tell her, ‘Don’t think about it. Just go 
play.’ That’s how we approach it.” 

Delano hasn't seen a lot of playing time this 
season. It’s mostly been a set here, a set there and 
mainly after a match has been decided. 

That was not the case for the Big 12 opener 
at Kansas State. Delano was thrust into the 
starting lineup at outside hitter in place of 
regular starter Tara Mueller who was held out 
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for disciplinary reasons. 

Delano also played in the back row against 
the then No. 18-rated Wildcats, something 
she had never done even in high school or 
club ball. She responded with a match-high 
16 digs in the Huskers’ 3-1 victory. 

“It was a huge challenge,” Cook said of 
Delano’s back-row appearance. “But the one 
thing about Brooke is she’s a competitor. She 
knows how to compete, You don’t win five 
state championships if you don’t know how 
to compete. That’s why we feel comfortable 
asking her to do that because the bottom line 
is she'll go compete. It may be ugly, she may 
make errors, but she will compete.” 

Delano was in the back row with 
teammate Lindsey Licht. The sophomore, a 
regular up front at right side hitter, was filling 
in for libero Kayla Banwarth who was also 
suspended for the match. 

Delano said it was an enjoyable experience 
to play in the back row with Licht. 

“We made it fun,” Delano said. “I think 
that’s what helps you get through it — act like 
you know what you're doing, just go in there 
and just play.” 

That seems to be working for Delano, even 
though she is still adjusting to the demands 
of different positions. 

“My biggest problem is hitting middles is 
really quick,” Delano said. “You're up early 
and everything is quick. Outside you have to 
be late, you have to delay. Still actually on the 
outside I’m really early. I'm always early. So I 
really need to be patient and just wait.” 

Delano learned something about patience 
last year during her redshirt season. She spent 
the year watching Nebraska All-American 
middle blocker Tracy Stalls and just tried to 
emulate everything Stalls did. 

It was a true learning experience for 
a player who had never spent any time 
watching the sport. Now she’s learning even 
more this year by playing three different 
positions. Delano is confident that experience 
will be beneficial to her during her career at 
Nebraska. 

“T think it’s definitely going to help me,” 
Delano said. “I don’t know where I'm 
going to play next year. Say if I go back in 
the middle, it’s just going to help me with 
serving. I think every position has its good 
things. In the middle, it’s quick, you’re 
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everywhere. Right side you're getting more 
touches and more blocks and outside you're 
getting more kills. Every position has its 
positives.” 

Although Delano says middle blocker is 
her favorite position, she doesn’t know what 
she will be playing next year and neither does 
Cook. That will be decided at a later point 
in time. She could follow in the footsteps of 
former Husker Christina Houghtelling who 
came to Nebraska as a middle blocker but left 
as an All-American outside hitter. 

“That's next year,” Cook said of deciding 
where to play Delano. “Ultimately she has 
the most experience (in the middle), but 
Houghtelling was a middle too. We moved 
her and she was the national player of the 
year, so we'll see how our roster shakes out 
and where we go from there. 

“That’s what I’m telling Brooke right now. 
She’s investing in becoming a great player 
that can do a lot of things and those are hard 
players to find.” 

Delano is just doing what the Huskers 
need her to do, 

“T'm doing it for the team,” Delano said. 
“It’s hard sometimes, but that’s when I think 
about it too much. But it’s all for the team so 
that’s good.” 


PICKING COLUMBUS HIGH 


Senior middle blocker Amanda Gates 
had a great high school career at Columbus 
High. Gates helped the Discovers to four 
straight state appearances, including a Class 
A runner-up finish her senior season. 

Although she is Catholic, Gates said 
she just didn’t want to play for coach John 
Petersen at Class C-1 power Columbus 
Scotus. 

“My mom went to Scotus and most of her 
family did too,” Gates said. “I didn’t really 
want to go there. It’s a great program with 
John Petersen over there, but we had a great 
program at Columbus High. We had eight 
seniors in my class and were runner-up and 
made it to state all four years. 

“I’m pretty proud of that.” 


Cook said can’t quite figure out how 
Missouri can be digging more balls this year 
in 25-point sets compared to last year when 


teams played to 30. 
He said players may be a little more 


hesitant to swing away. They might just take 


a little bit off to make sure they get the attack 
in because every point is more crucial this 
season. 

But the Huskers aren’t that way. “I think 
we're a team that’s going to swing,” Cook 
said. ‘““We might make some errors, but we're 
swinging. Maybe we’re missing the boat on 
that, but we don’t want our players backing 
off and just keeping the ball in play. To beat 
good teams you have to swing at it.” 


BREAKING A RECORD 

The Oct. 22 match against Texas A&M 
marks Nebraska’s 114th straight sellout at 
the NU Coliseum, That breaks the record 
of 113 in a row set by the University of 
Connecticut’s women’s basketball team 
from 1999 to 2005. Those are the only two 
women’s programs to ever have 100 or more 
consecutive sellouts. N 


2008 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 
Aug. 29-31 Runza/AVCA Showcase 
Aug.29 = *Stanford, W, 3-0 
Aug. 31 *USC, W, 3-1 
Sept. 1 Oral Roberts, W 3-0 
Sept.5-6 Cal Poly Invite 
Sept. 5 Tulane, W, 3-0 
Sept. 6 Cal Poly, W, 3-0 
Sept. 12-13 Ameritas Players Challenge 
Sept.12 LSU, W, 3-0 
Sept.13. New Mexico, W, 3-0 
Sept.17 —_ at Kansas State, W, 3-1 
Sept.20 ‘Texas, W, 3-1 
Sept.24 Kansas, W, 3-1 
Sept.27  —_ at lowa State, W, 3-1 
Oct.1 at Texas Tech, W, 3-0 
Oct. 4 Colorado, W, 3-0 
Oct. 5 “Creighton, W, 3-0 
Oct. 8 Oklahoma, W, 3-0 
Oct. 12 at Missouri, W, 3-0 
Oct. 15 Baylor, W, 3-0 
Oct. 22 Texas A&M, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 25 at Oklahoma, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 29 at Colorado, 8 p.m. 

Nov. 7 lowa State, 7 p.m. 

Nov. 5 at Texas A&M, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 8 Kansas State, TBA 

Nov. 12 Missouri, 7 p.m. 

Nov. 15 at Kansas, TBA 

Nov. 19 at Texas, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 22 Texas Tech, 7 p.m. 

Nov. 29 at Baylor, 7 p.m. 

Dec.5-6 NCAA Ist/2nd Rounds, TBA 

Dec. 12-13 *NCAA Regionals 

Dec. 18-20 *NCAA Semifinals, Finals 
* at Quest Center, Omaha 
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BRANDON RICHARDSON 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


=e Huskers 
_ _ PSeae prepare for 
~ i 48 overtime 


randon Richardson is not a 
morning person. 

Far from it, actually. If 
allowed, Richardson said he 
would sleep until 11 on most 
mornings. 

So when Nebraska men’s 
basketball coach Doc Sadler 
introduced his players to 

grueling, two-a-day conditioning workouts, 
Richardson had to adjust his sleeping schedule. 

Instead of going to bed at midnight or later, 
Richardson would hit the sack around 9 p.m. Only 
then would he stand a chance of recognizing his 
alarm clock when it sounded at 4:45 a.m. 

That’s plenty of time allowed to report promptly 
for a 6 a.m. workout at the Devaney Sports 
Center. 

“T know if I get up later,” Richardson said, “I 
won't be able to perform as well.” 

And rest assured, players were expected to be top 
notch for Sadler’s pre-season workout program. 

“Everybody’s tired, they don’t want to be here,” 
said Richardson, a redshirted freshman guard. “But 
at the same time, you’ve just got to go through it, 
and at the end of the day, you'll be fine.” 

Sadler doesn’t like the term “boot camp,” 
although that’s what his friend and colleague, 
Billy Gillispie, calls it. Sadler borrowed Gillispie's 
workout for the first time this fall. He gave it a 
different name: “Overtime Week.” 

“We get into overtime,” Sadler said, “and this is 


what we want to have to draw on this year.” 
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Sadler points to overtime losses last 
season to Western Kentucky, Missouri and 
Mississippi, and close losses to Baylor (72-70), 
Colorado (55-51) and Texas (70-66). 

“He talked about how we lost a lot of 
games in overtime, or at the end of the game 
where basically the tougher team won,” 
Nebraska 
“That’s something we can’t allow this year. 
We realize what it takes to make the NCAA 


senior Ade Dagunduro | said. 


Tournament.” 
30 and 
week and the 


The workouts began Sept. 


continued through that 
following week. Four days a week of 6 a.m, 
and 2 p.m. workouts, Forty minutes of non- 
stop conditioning. Defensive slides. Sprints. 
Jump-roping, 

And nota basketball in sight. 

“In the beginning, we started off jump- 
roping, stayed in a defensive stance for about 
a minute, go into slides for a period of time, 
then another defensive drill,” Richardson said, 
describing part of a workout. 

There were also a number of sprints that 
Richardson swears he doesn’t remember 
doing from the previous preseason workout 
program. 

“We didn't ever do this,” Richardson said. 
“T think we'll be in better shape than a lot 
of people. We've got to get in shape, stay in 
shape.” 

It’s been especially challenging for 
Richardson, who injured his knee last spring 
before heading home to Los Angeles for the 
summer, 

“We were going up and down, 
and I was boxing out a guy, and as 
I was boxing out, I tried to go for a 
rebound,” Richardson said, “and 
somebody else came and just kind of 
bumped my knee.” 

The official diagnosis was a hyper- 
extension, although Richardson said 


it felt like something more serious. 


NAME, SCHOOL 
Curtis Jerrells, Baylor G 6-1 
Sherron Collins, Kansas G 
Blake Griffin, Oklahoma**  F 
A.J. Abrams, Texas G 
Damion James, Texas 


basketball. After a period of time, he began 
running on the sand of the beaches, running 
with a basketball and shooting, 

“And I didn’t feel anything,” he said. “By 
the time I got back here, I was ready to go.” 

Just in time for “Overtime Week.” 

“T’'ve really challenged them,” Sadler said. 
“T've really tried to put them through two weeks 
of just beaten’ them, beaten’ them, and beaten’ 
them down, and allowing them to understand 
that they can mentally fight through it and be 
back and be ready to go again.” 

Players say Sadler didn’t give them a 
particular reason for why he introduced 
“Overtime Week.” 

Senior Paul Velander, though, said it doesn’t 
take much to read between the lines. 

“Mental toughness,” Velander said. “There 
becomes a point where you peak as to how 
much shape you can be in, and after that it’s 
really mental conditioning. 

“You can look back at times like these 
during the season and remember what you 
sacrificed, who you were sacrificing for. You 
can kind of have something to reference to 
and say, ‘Yeah, we did it before, let’s do it now. 
Let’s do it the last 5 minutes of the game.’ ” 


BOMBS AWAY 


Some of the men’s pre-season workouts 
were conducted at the Hawks Championship 
Center indoor practice facility. 

Appearing on the football field gave some 
players an opportunity before the workout to 


display their football talents. One such player 
was Ade Dagunduro, a former high school 
quarterback, 

According to Paul Velander, Dagunduro 
threw a football from the 50-yard line, through 
the goal post uprights, and hit the back wall. 

“He can bomb it,” Velander said. 


WOMEN PICKED 8TH 


The Nebraska women’s basketball team 
was picked to finished eighth in the Big 12 
Conference, according to a preseason vote of 
league coaches. 

The Huskers earned 56 points from the 
coaches, as 11 points were awarded for each 
first-place vote, and one point was awarded for 
each 11th-place vote. Coaches could not vote 
for their own teams. 

Nebraska went 9-7 in the Big 12 last season 
to join Oklahoma and Baylor as one of only 
three conference schools to post a .500 or 
better league record in each of the past four 
seasons. 

Nebraska returns four starters and 12 
letterwinners from a team that finished 21-12 
and adyanced to the second round of the 2008 
NCAA Tournament. The Huskers are coming 
off back-to-back 20-win seasons and two 
straight NCAA Tournament appearances. 

Oklahoma, Texas, Iowa State and Baylor 
were the top four teams picked in the preseason 
poll. All four of those teams received at least 
one first-place vote, as did Oklahoma State, 
which was picked sixth. N 


2008-09 PRESEASON ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


POS. HT. WT. YR. 
208 Sr. 
5-11 200 Jr. 
6-10 251 So. 
5-11 161 Sr. 


F/G. 16-72 222) Ur 


Preseason Player of the Year 
Blake Griffin, Oklahoma**  F So. 


Preseason Newcomer of the Year 


“There were days I could run, and 
some days I couldn't,” he said. “It was 
weird. I was telling (the trainer) that 
sometimes I don’t feel pain, but when 
I was cutting, I felt a lot of pain.” 

While home, Richardson worked 


out some on his own but didn’t play 


Mario Little, Kansas G 6-5 


Preseason Freshman of the Year 
Willie Warren, Oklahoma** G 


64 207 Fr. 


**— Unanimous Selection 


huskersillustrated.com 


HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 

Austin, Texas/Del Valle 

Chicago, III./Crane 

Oklahoma City, Okla./Oklahoma Christian School 
Round Rock, Texas/McNeil 

Nacogdoches, Texas/Nacogdoches 


Oklahoma City, Okla./Oklahoma Christian School 
Chicago, III./Washinton/Chipola CC (Fla.) 

Fort Worth, Texas/North Crowley 

Honorable Mention (listed alphabetically by school): DeMarre Carroll & Leo Lyons, Missouri; 


James Anderson & Byron Eaton, Oklahoma State; Connor Atchley, Texas; Josh Carter & Bryan Davis, 
Texas A&M; 
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FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 


HERE COME THE HUSKERS 

The Cornhuskers emerge from 
the locker room at Memorial 
Stadium, dedicated just four 
years earlier, for an intersectional 
game against Syracuse on Oct. 
29, 1927. Coach Ernie Bearg's 
third Nebraska team went into 
the game with a 2-1 record, while 
Syracuse came to town having 
won four of five. The Orangemen 
were no match for a Nebraska 
team that included five first-team 
all-conference players, however. 
The five were: center Ted James, 
guard Dan McMullen, tackle Roy 
Randels and backs Glenn Presnell 
and Blue Howell. Presnell, a 
senior from Gilead, Neb., earned 
All-America recognition from the 
Consolidated Press. McMullen, a 
junior from Belleville, Kan., would 
earn All-America honors in 1928. 
The Cornhuskers won 21-0 and 
would finish the season with a 
6-2 record, including 4-1 in the 
Missouri Valley Conference - 
second to Missouri. 


BOB DEVANEY’S FIRST SEASON 


Game 8, Nov. 10, 1962 at Memorial Stadium, Lawrence, Kan. 


Nebraska 40, Kansas 16 
Nebraska 16 16 8 0 - 40 
Kansas 0 0 8 8 ~ 16 


(N) Willie Ross 4 run (Dennis Claridge run) 

(N) Ross 32 run (Larry Tomlinson pass Claridge) 

(N) Claridge 1 run (Bill Thornton run) 

(N) Kent McCloughan 20 run (Thornton run) 

(N) Ross 26 run (McCloughan pass Claridge) 

(K) Armand Baughman 14 pass Roger McFarland (McFarland run) 
(K) Andy Graham 16 pass Brian Palmer (Lloyd Buzzi run) 
Attendance: 37,063 


Kansas was favored in a battle of the Big Eight’s 
top two offenses statistically. The Jayhawks’ 
offense featured sophomore running back Gale 
Sayers, who was from Omaha. Sayers was third 
in the nation in rushing, with 865 yards and six 
touchdowns on 114 carries. Kansas coach Jack 
Mitchell, in his fifth season as the Jayhawks’ 
coach, had yet to lose to Nebraska. Sayers rushed 
for 107 yards, but he was overshadowed by the 
Cornhuskers’ Willie Ross, who rushed for 111 of 
Nebraska's 369 yards on the ground and three touchdowns. Nebraska 
ran 68 plays to only 27 for Kansas. 


KaANSts o NEBRASKA 


DEVANEY: “We tried to be fancy last week. We didn’t get the job done. 
We decided this week just to slug it out. The squad was definitely up 
for the game. They wanted to show they are better than they were last 
week.” 


DID YOU KNOW? Devaney and the Cornhuskers were featured in 
Sports Illustrated the week of the game. The magazine was none too 
complimentary. Referring to Devaney, the story said: “His eyes are puffy 
and flecks of dandruff dot his shoulders. Trudging across the Nebraska 
campus, he is Willy Loman, the dying salesman.” John Faiman, a senior 
quarterback, suffered a broken leg during practice that week. Bill Jennings, 
Devaney’s immediate predecessor at Nebraska, was a Kansas assistant. 
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TOM OSBORNE'S FIRST SEASON 


Game 8, Nov. 3, 1973 at Memorial Stadium 


Nebraska 28, Colorado 16 
Colorado 0 3 6 7 - 
Nebraska 14 14 0 


(N) Brent Longwell 9 pass Dave Humm (Rich Sanger kick) 
(N) Tony Davis 9 run (Sanger kick) 

(C) Fred Lima 31 field goal 

(N) Frosty Anderson 21 pass Humm (Sanger kick) 

(N) Davis 1 run (Sanger kick) 

(C) Bo Matthews 5 run (run failed) 

(©) David Williams 73 pass Billy Waddy (Lima kick) 
Attendance: 76,555 


16 
28 


| Colorado was mistake-prone. Linebacker Bob 
Nelson’s fumble recovery at the Buffaloes’ 14- 
yard line set up Nebraska's second touchdown, 
and middle guard Willie Thornton's punt block 
set up the third. Thornton, a sophomore from 
; | Amory, Miss., played because John Bell, the 
| starter, was sidelined by a knee injury suffered 
| that week in practice. Thornton was credited with 
- 12 tackles, second to linebacker Tom Ruud, who 
——— sag was credited with 13. Defensive tackle Ron Pruitt 
also recovered a fumble, and safety Bob Thornton intercepted two passes 
in Nebraska's sixth consecutive victory against the Buffaloes. Colorado's 
second touchdown came on a “swinging gate” play, with running back 
Billy Waddy passing to quarterback David Williams — who snapped the 
ball. It was the first touchdown pass of the season against Nebraska. 


OSBORNE: “This was a game we really had to win. We talked it over 
before the game and told them that they had to win it or it was all 
down the tube as far as the Big Eight or bowls were concerned.” 


DID YOU KNOW? Colorado coach Eddie Crowder praised Osborne for the 
job he was doing in following Bob Devaney. Osborne had made the transition 
“remarkably well" according to Crowder. Five years later as Colorado athletic 
director Crowder tried to hire Osborne away from Nebraska. The country 
was concerned about shortages of gasoline and heating oil. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF UNL ARCHIVES 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 
1. Ex-Husker and St. Louis kicker 
6. Four-time all-conference selection 
8. Wears No. 24 
9, Former Baylor All-America linebacker 
11, Defensive line coach 
13. Baylor campus location 
16. Former Baylor head coach 
17. Baylor head coach 
18. Wears No. 44 
22. True freshman with 8 tackles vs. Texas Tech 
26. Nov. 8 opponent 
27. 2008 Big 12 Championship city 
29. Completed his only pass vs. Texas Tech 
30. Network for NU-Baylor telecast 
31. Nate Swift's high school teammate 
32. Baylor school color 


DOWN 
2. Ex-Husker and Detroit center 
3. Quarterbacks coach 
4. Wears No. 49 
5. Ex-Husker and Kansas City linebacker 
7. Zach Potter's hometown 
10. Baylor nickname 
12. Scored first TD vs. Texas Tech 
14. Nov. 1 opponent 
15. NU's 2002 bow! game 
19. Backup center 
20. Leading rusher vs. Texas Tech 
21. Leading tackler vs. Texas Tech 23. 1997 
Outland Trophy winner 
24. Wears No. 67 
25. 1997 Lombardi Award winner 
28. Ndamukong Suh’s home state 
29. Wears No. 5 (defense) 
Answers will appear in Nov. 1 issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 
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Do you have some inspiration for a HuskerNutz cartoon? 


If we use your idea, we'll give you credit and send you and 


autographed full-color print of your HuskerNutz cartoon! 
SEND IDEAS TO: Paul Fell Cartoons, 
3215 Jamestown Lane, Lincoln, NE 68516 


or email to: pfell@neb.rr.com 


| 
ie} 
BEiBo 
Oo 
es) 
> 
0 
og 


e 


1] 


! 


ol | 


l 


Wit 


! 


| 


Ii 
IN 


IN HUSKER NATION, WE DON'T MESS AROUND WITH 
GIVING MINIATURE FOOTBALLS TO NEWBORNS. 
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THE 
FINAL 
WORD 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


Playing with a short-term memory 


BY HIS OWN ADMISSION, Zach Potter 
isn’t “the best morning person,” But the 
senior defensive end was up and at ‘em the 
morning of the lowa State game. 

“| awoke easily today,” he said following 
Nebraska's 35-7 victory. 

And, more to the point here, he was 
“ready to play a game.” 

So were his Cornhusker teammates. “You 
didn't see guys groggy-eyed,” said Potter. 
“People were excited to come out and play.” 

‘The team stayed in Des Moines the night 
before. [t arrived at Jack Trice Stadium 
around 9:30 a.m., according to Potter, about 
2 hours before kickoff. 

By then, Potter sensed the team was going 
to play well, “the mentality, how focused we 
were, how serious everybody was on the bus 
trip over here. You had the feeling we were 
going to come out and play a pretty complete 
game,” he said. 

The focus Potter described belied the 
situation to some degree. Nebraska came to 
town on a three-game losing streak, trying 
to avoid the first 0-3 start in conference 
play since 1945, when “Potsy” Clark was 
coach and a .500 record would have been 
commendable. 

The Cornhuskers were at .500 when 
they arrived. But they left 4-3, with renewed 
optimism about a season that's just over 
halfway finished. 

“It really makes us feel good about 
ourselves,” Potter said. “You saw this team 
grow, ultimately, last week and then even 
more this week, finished it off.” 

The previous week, Nebraska couldn't 


finish, though it did force No. 7 Texas 
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Tech into overtime before falling 37-31, at 
Lubbock. And the week before that, the 
Cornhuskers couldn't start much less finish, 
losing ta No. 4 Missouri 52-17 at home. 

Last season, they would have had a 
problem shaking off such games. But 
“we have a short-term memory this year 
compared to last year,” said Potter, “Some 
people kept dwelling on things. This year we 
know if we mess up, we just forget about it 
and move on.” 

Consider the second play from scrimmage 
in the second half. Alexander Robinson, 
lowa State’s sophomore running back, broke 
a 67-yard touchdown run. 

After managing only one first down and 
45 total yards in the game's first 30 minutes, 
the Cyclones were back in business. But 
they went three-and-punt on their next wo 
possessions and then fumbled away a chance 
at the Nebraska 34 to finish the quarter. 

Coach Bo Pelini wasn’t pleased about 
Robinson's run. But “we're playing better; we 
are,” he said. “The team is not satisfied with 
how we played. 

“They still understand there’s a lot to fix.” 

There was a time, not all that long ago, 
when a 35-7 victory against lowa State was 
considered a given, whether home or away. 
Nebraska leads the all-time series 85-16-1 
and has won at least four in a row against the 
Cyclones eight times. 

But times have changed. This victory was 
essential for a team attempting to become 
bow! eligible after failing last season, and for 
the second time in four years, 

The outlook for Nebraska is brighter 


now, like the mostly blue skies here, on an 


untypically warm (for Ames) October day. 

Still, “we have a long say to go, a long way 
to go,” said Pelini. 

The defense, in particular, showed it is 
going in the right direction, Three players led 
the Cornhuskers in tackles, with five apiece: 
Armando Murillo, Larry Asante and Cody 
Glenn. Potter was credited with four. And 10 
others were involved in at least two. 

The balance could be seen as evidence 
of swarming to the ball, aggressiveness 
characteristic of a Pelini defense at its best. 

“Right now they’re at the point where 
they're seeing their hard work .., the 
rewards,” Pelini said, “As that’s happening, 
their confidence is growing.” 

The Cornhuskers arose confident on the 
morning of the game. “I heard that from a 
lot of guys,” said senior wide receiver Nate 
Swift, a key figure in building a 21-0 halftime 
lead. 

“Guys were ready to go, and pretty alert 
before the game." 

That’s how Potter, one of four co-captains, 
saw it, tou. “We were ready to come out and 
play today,” he said, “You saw a team that 
was focused before the game.” 

Potter and junior nose tackle Ndamukong 
Suh room together on the road. They have 
since their first season of traveling. Suh was 
up before Potter this day, ready to go. 

“He was in the shower too long,” said 
Potter. “So | couldn't take one.” 

Potter just splashed some water on his 
face. 

“I was good to go,” he said, 

As it turned out, everyone else was good 


to go, too. W 
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Nebraska football coverage includes: 


© Expert pre- and post-game analysis 
© Exclusive video highlights 


© First looks at next year’s recruits 


interact with experts and insiders on 
our exclusive message boards 
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